
 

 

The Church of the Messiah’s  

Good News 
February 23, 2020 

 
Welcome to the Church of the Messiah 

We are delighted to have you worshiping with us.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                   

 
 

 

The Summer Day 

 Who made the world? 

 Who made the swan, and the black bear? 

 Who made the grasshopper? 

 This grasshopper, I mean- 

 the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 

  the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 

 who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down- 

 who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 

 Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 

 Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 

 I don’t know exactly what a prayer is. 

 I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 

 into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 

 how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 

 which is what I have been doing all day. 

 Tell me, what else should I have done? 

 Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon? 

 Tell me, what is it you plan to do 

 with your one wild and precious life? 

        Mary Oliver, from New and Selected Poems, 1992 

       Beacon Press, Boston, MA 

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God 

in memory of Marie MacMillan Graham 

on the occasion of her 106
th

 birthday 

by her daughter, Peg Nicholson. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/New-Selected-Poems-Volume-One/dp/0807068772
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Church of the Messiah 
Mission Statement 

 

 The Church of the Messiah is an inclusive and welcoming community 
 

  -  Committed to serving God by serving neighbors near and far;  

  - Affirming the dignity of every human being;  

  - Believing we are called to be stewards of creation.  
     
                       - adopted by the Vestry of the Church of the Messiah on February 10, 2015. 
 

 

A PRAYER FOR OUR FUTURE 
As our capital campaign continues, we invite you to join together in praying the following prayer that was composed by 

members of the parish and the rector.  

                                    O God, Giver of all good gifts,  

   we thank You for the grace of serving You by serving our neighbors.  

   May our hearts be kind and generous.  

   May our ministry be rooted in love and bold in imagination.  

   Having transformed the Parish and Community Center, may our lives  

   and the lives of all who join us, continue to be renewed by Your love and the  

                                    power of the Spirit.  Amen.  

 
 

DEBORAH IS SAFELY HOME 

 

An update from Jean Davis Taft: 
 

Deborah returned to Woods Hole yesterday and is safely ensconced in the rectory. She saw her Falmouth 

doctor yesterday afternoon and has received a new regimen for treatment. While Deb continues to recover, 

rest and quiet are in order. E-mail and cards would be welcome, and she looks forward to seeing all of us 

when she is better. Deborah and the whole parish continue to be deeply grateful to Dicky Allison for her 

care and support in accompanying Deb back to Massachusetts. 

  

Let us continue to hold Deborah in our prayers. I’d like to share a prayer from the Book of Common Prayer 

(page 461) that I’ve always found most reassuring: 

 

In the Morning  

This is another day, O Lord.  I know not what it will bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it 

may be.  If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to lie 

low, help me to do it patiently.  And if I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these words more 

than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus.  Amen.  

 
 

WELCOME BACK, BARBARA  

We are delighted to have The Rev. Barbara Peterson as our guest celebrant and preacher this morning 

while Deborah continues to recuperate.   

 
 

WELCOME LOVE FIRST! 

We are thrilled to have Rachael Rhude and Colette Potts sharing the extraordinarily exciting Christian 

formation program, “Love First: A Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church” with the children who have 

been attending services over the past month. Colette created the program and it is clear from the nearly one 

hundred parishes across North America using it that it is a fantastic gift to everyone involved.  Colette and 

Deborah spoke about the program during the coffee hour on Sunday, February 9
th

.  
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COFFEE HOUR 

February     

                    23         Sandy & John Rodgers      

March  

                      1 Dicky Allison & Jean Taft   

                      8 Patti Riccardelli 

                    15 Susan Morse 

                    22         Carol Casey 

                    29 Julia Alling & Paul Graney 

 
 
 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 

Our prayers are asked for those who suffer from addiction, anxiety, are survivors of abuse or assault, those 

who are undergoing treatment or living with cancer, are unemployed or homeless. We pray for refugees 

seeking safety and security in this and other countries and for all who are ministering to their needs.   

 
 
 

OUTREACH NEWS: Supporting the Falmouth Service Center 

As we continue to support the Falmouth Service Center, suggested donations for February are hand and 

body lotion.  The next Outreach Committee Meeting will be Monday, March 2, at 10:30 AM in the PCC 

Conference Room. 

 
 

 

NEW VOLUNTEERS WELCOME AT THE VILLAGE AT CATAUMET 

Next Monthly Dinner:  Wednesday, March 4th at 5PM.   

We're serving dinner to our neighbors at the Village at Cataumet, the shelter for families, on the first 

Wednesday of the month.  This is a continuing ministry and we always welcome new cooks and new servers. 

Look for a sign-up sheet in the back of the church on Sunday morning and join us. Our presence is a visible 

reminder to our neighbors that we care about their difficult situation. Please consider helping once a year or 

once a month. Every contribution is welcome!  
 

 

 

NEW ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

We recognize that we seriously need to inform ourselves about taking greater care of our environment and 

to join with other worship communities in a Christian response to climate change, and as a result we are 

hoping to establish a new Committee on the Environment in the parish. The people who join this 

committee will choose a day and time for their meetings; set the agenda; and select a chairperson. Maureen 

Nolan, a member of the Outreach Committee, has agreed to take the names of anyone who is interested in 

joining the committee and she will set the time for the first meeting, in March. Please contact her if you are 

interested. We hope everyone will be! Email: mmnolan5@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mmnolan5@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN – GOOD NEWS INDEED! 

As announced at the Annual Meeting and detailed in the Annual Report, we experienced an extraordinary 

response to our fall Capital Campaign outreach, with new gifts and/or pledges from 98 donors.  Sparked by 

a matching challenge grant of $55,000 by two generous donors, new individual gifts and pledges more than 

met the match, securing the full challenge amount.  Moreover, two anonymous foundations added another 

$100,000 bringing the total of gifts, pledges, and bequests to $2.4 million, moving us close to the $2.5 

million campaign target.  We will continue fundraising through August. We continue to welcome pledges 

as well as checks.  The dream outcome would be raising the full $2.7 cost of the completed building.  
 

A total of 353 separate donors have contributed financially to the campaign.  Of the 157 households on our 

Parish List, 124 (roughly 80%) have made financial contributions and many others are core volunteers in 

the Parish. We also have received many in-kind contributions, especially furnishings.  This is a remarkable 

level of support for our relatively small community.  It has made possible the stunning transformation of 

the original 1853 church building into a new structure, one that will support more effective service to the 

Parish and provide new opportunities to the wider community.  Thanks and congratulations to everyone 

involved! 

  

Charles Mann, Chair, Capital Campaign Phase 2 

Sandra Rodgers, Chair, Capital Campaign Phase 1 

Don Aukamp 

Carol Casey 

Deborah Dougherty 

Arden Edwards 

Mark Haycock 

 

 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE UPDATE 

We have a new Buildings and Grounds Committee!  Arden Edwards, Paul Graney and Terry Soares have 

started a B&G Committee to help us keep track of the maintenance of our three buildings: the Stone 

Church, Rectory and our new Parish Community Center.  We will also be working on maintenance and 

landscape projects for the three buildings.  We are looking for a few people who might be interested in 

helping on the grounds or buildings to join us.  Many hands make light work!  We will only meet 4 times a 

year – one meeting for each season!   If you are interested please contact Terry Soares at 

mtscapecod@gmail.com.  We will be scheduling spring and fall clean-ups for the grounds as well as 

building maintenance projects as they come up.  Stay tuned for our next meeting date in early spring. 

 

This is what we are working on now:  

 1. Dishwasher in the kitchen is scheduled for a check-up to see if it is running correctly. 

 2. Create Inspection and Maintenance schedules for all systems in the three buildings, including the   

     elevator. 

 3. Thanks to a generous donation, we are planning connecting walkways from the Stone Church to 

     the new PCC. 

 4. A walkway from the front of the PCC to the back patio. 

 5. Signage for the PCC for outside and inside the building. 

 6. Installation of office furniture in the administrative office should be complete by next  week. 

 7. Continuation of furniture purchasing as our budget allows. (new chairs for events in WH Room,

    chairs for sitting area outside Deborah’s office).  

 

 

 

mailto:mtscapecod@gmail.com
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A special note from Terry Soares on picture hanging in the new PCC:   After working for the last 2 ½ years 

on the new PCC we are really in the home stretch toward making the building feel complete.   I know the 

effort, time and money that went into every piece of wood, wire, pipe and sheetrock that went into this 

building.   The last thing we want to happen is unnecessary holes being made in our brand new walls when 

we are just now finalizing how the furniture and spaces will be used.  

   

Our Decorating Committee did a fabulous job of selecting colors, fixtures, flooring and furniture placement 

(thank you Warfield and Mary!).   Now that we have the layout of the furniture and signage; we are ready 

to hang pictures to compliment what they have done.   Several pictures have been donated for some of the 

rooms and a series of photographs of places in Woods Hole will be placed in the entrance hallway and 

outside Deborah’s office. 
   
Thank you all for your patience as we finish up these important details in our new PCC! 

 

 
 

Please like us on Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ChurchOfTheMessiahWoodsHole
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 Church of the Messiah 
 

2020 Vestry 
 

  The Rev. Deborah M. Warner  Rector 

  Jean Taft    Warden 

  Nancy Rea    Warden 

  Winifred Dick    Clerk 

  John Nolan               Treasurer 
 
  

                  

                    

  Susan Morse          2021  Mary Fran Buckley         2021 

                  Don Aukamp   2022                    Paul Graney             2022                                                   

                  Charles Mann 2023 Peg Nicholson                    2023 

 

 

Deanery Representatives 
 

                   Dicky Allison    Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Helen Gordon               Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Carol Casey    Deanery Representative 

    

 

Staff 
 

  The Rev. Deborah Warner     Rector 

           Brittany Lord                  Music Director, Organist 

             Nancy McDonald     Parish Administrator 

           Jennifer Kelly     Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder 

          Bruce Bagley    Church Sexton 

                 Doug Amon     Cemetery Sexton 

                  Warren Bagley                                    Custodian 

                  Jessica Morrison                         Webmaster 

                  Jessica Morrison                         Webmaster 

 

 

The Rev. Deborah M. Warner 

Cell:  508-259-1570, E-mail: dwarner74@aol.com 

 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM  

Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134 

 

E-mail:   Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org    
 

http://www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org/

