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Prelude                      “Adagio from Sonata in F Major”                                    by G. F. Handel                                                    
                                                    (Michael Winer, violin) 

 
Welcome                                     
 
 

Opening Hymn 693 “Just as I am, without one plea” (vs. 1-2, 4)                              Woodworth 

 
 
Opening Sentences  
 

Love one another, 
for love is of God, 
and whoever loves is born of God and knows God. 

Spirit of God, search our hearts.      
                                                                                  -  A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 37 



Seek the Lord 
 

Seek the Lord who is still to be found; 
Call upon God who is yet at hand. 
 

Return to the Lord, who will have compassion:  
to our God, who will abundantly pardon. 
 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts: 
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth:  
so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
 

For as the rain and snow come down from heaven:  
and return not again but water the earth, 
 

causing the earth to bring forth and sprout:  
giving seed to the sower and bread to the hungry; 
 

so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth  
it shall not return to me empty, 
 

but it shall accomplish that which I desire:  
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
                                                                                     -  Isaiah 55:6-11 
     

                                          - A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 87 
 
 
Psalm 45:11-18 
 

 11 “Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; *  
   forget your people and your father’s house.  
   
 12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; *  
   he is your master; therefore do him honor.  
   
 13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; *  
   the rich among the people seek your favor.”  
   
 14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; *  
   her gown is cloth-of-gold.  
   
 15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; *  
   after her the bridesmaids follow in procession.  
   
 16 With joy and gladness they are brought, *  
   and enter into the palace of the king.  
   
 17 “In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; *  
   you shall make them princes over all the earth.  



   
 18 I will make your name to be remembered  
  from one generation to another; *  
   therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever.”  
 
 
 
First Reading                                                                                Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
 

The man said to Rebekah and her household, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly 
blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, 
male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master 
when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, ‘You 
shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you 
shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’ I came today to the spring, 
and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I 
am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, 
to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” and who will say to me, 
“Drink, and I will draw for your camels also”—let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed 
for my master’s son.’ Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out 
with her water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please 
let me drink.’ She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water 
your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are 
you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring 
on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, and 
blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the 
daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my 
master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.” And 
they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” So they sent 
away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. And they 
blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your 
offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted 
the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had 
come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the 
field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she 
slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the 
field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And 
the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s 
tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading                                   “At the Pond”                                               Mary Oliver  

 

 
One summer 
 I went every morning 
  to the edge of a pond where 
   a huddle of just-hatched geese 

would paddle to me 
 and clamber 
  up the marshy slope 
   and over my body, 

peeping and staring— 
 such sweetness every day 
  which the grown ones watched, 
   for whatever reason, 

serenely. 
 Not there, however, but here 
  is where the story begins. 
   Nature has many mysteries, 

some of them severe. 
 Five of the young geese grew 
  heavy of chest and 
   bold of wing 

while the sixth waited and waited 
 in its gauze-feathers, its body 
  that would not grow. 
   And then it was fall. 

And this is what I think 
 everything is all about: 
  the way 
   I was glad 

for those five and two 
 that flew away, 
  and the way I hold in my heart the wingless one 
   that had to stay. 

- Mary Oliver, Evidence: Poems by Mary Oliver.  
 Boston: Beacon Press. 2009. p. 34.  

 

 

 
 



 
Third Reading                                                                                           Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

Jesus said, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and 
calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did 
not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” At that time Jesus said, “I thank 
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things 
have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to 
me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
 

 
Silence 

 
 

The Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer   (said by all – with microphones muted)  

 

 
Collect for the Day  
 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant 
us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to 
one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
A Prayer for the Morning  
 

God, 
you are our beginning and you will be our end; 
we are made in your image and likeness. 
We praise and thank you for this day. 
This is the day on which you created light 
and saw that it was good. 
This is the day in whose early morning light  
we discovered the tomb was empty, 
and encountered Christ, the world’s true light. 
This is the day you have made; 
we shall rejoice and be glad in it.    Amen.                       
                                                                         –    A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 106   
               
 



For our Country 

 

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech you that we 
may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. 
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, 
discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend 
our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes who have come here out of many 
kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your  Name we entrust 
the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through 
obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of 
prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you  to 
fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

- Book of Common Prayer (1979) p. 820 adapted 

 
Prayer                                                    God Bless America 
                                                                                      
God bless America to live her creed in deed and to reach out to all those in need at home and in all 
Your world. 
 
God bless America to be a blessing to the nations of the world spreading freedom and justice by 
example, respect, and help. 
 
God bless America to heed Your prophets’ calls for justice for the weak, the oppressed, orphans, 
widows, and strangers. 
 
God bless America to protect the futures of all of our world’s children and to pass on to them a 
better and safer earth where all may dwell in peace. 
 
 

-   Marian Wright Edelman (2020) on the website                    
of the Children’s Defense Fund (June 26, 2020) 

 
Prayer for the Absent 
 

O God, whose fatherly care reaches to the uttermost parts of the earth: We pray that you graciously 
behold and bless those whom we love, now absent from us. Defend them from all dangers of soul 
and body; and grant that both they and we, drawing nearer to you, may be bound together by your 
love in the communion of your Holy Spirit, and in the fellowship of saints; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.    

- The Book of Common Prayer (1979) page 830 
 
For those who are sick 

  
This is another day, O Lord. I know not what it will bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it 

may be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to 

lie low, help me to do it patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these words 

more than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen.   

                                                                         

- The Book of Common Prayer (1979) page 461 



A Prayer for this Day  
 

Eternal Creator,  
through the resurrection of your Son, 
help us to face the future 
with courage and assurance, 
knowing that nothing in death or life 
can ever separate us from your love. 
This we ask through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 

- adapted from A  New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 595  

 
Concluding Sentences 

 

Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia 

 
 
 
Sermon                                                                                                  The Rev. Deborah Warner 
 
 
 
Offertory Sentences  
 

 
 

Offertory Music     “Love divine, all loves excelling”                                                Hyfrydol                                                                                              

                                              (Sung by the choir) 
 

Thanksgivings for National Life 

Almighty God, giver of all good things:  
We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this land. 
They restore us, though we often destroy them. 

Heal us. 

We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They 
make us rich, though we often exploit them. 

Forgive us. 
 
We thank you for the men and women who have made this 
country strong. They are models for us, though we often fall 
short of them. 

Inspire us. 
 
 



We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in 
this land. It has drawn people from every nation, though we 
have often hidden from its light. 

Enlighten us. 
 
We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich 
variety. It sustains our life, though we have been faithless 
again and again. 

Renew us. 
 
Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. 
Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance and prejudice, 
and to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when 
all our people, with many voices in one united chorus, will 
glorify your holy Name. Amen. 

- Book of Common Prayer (1979) pp. 838-839                 

 
 
Closing Prayer of Offering 

 

Almighty God;  
you give seed for us to sow,  
and bread for us to eat;  
make us thankful for what we have received;  
make us rich to do those generous things  
which supply your people’s needs;  
so all the world may give you thanks and glory.        

-  A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) page 141  
 
 
 
A Prayer for Our Future  
 

O God, Giver of all good gifts, we thank You for the grace of serving You by serving our neighbors.  
May our hearts be kind and generous. May our ministry be rooted in love and bold in imagination.  
Having transformed the Parish and Community Center, may our lives and the lives of all who join 
us, continue to be renewed by Your love and the power of the Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Benediction  
 
 
 
Greeting 
 
 
 
 



 

Hymn  482 “Lord of all hopefulness ”                                                                  Slane 

 
 
 
 

Postlude             “Postlude in D Major”                                                      by Matthew Lundquist 
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Liturgical Leaders  

 

Officiant and Preacher                                                                  The Rev. Deborah Warner 

 

Organist                Brittany Lord 

 

Violin soloist                           Michael Winer 

 

Virtual Choir                 Members of the choir             

 

Musicians and Readers                                                                 Dicky Allison, Helen Gordon 

 

Technology                                                                                    Dicky Allison, Helen Gordon 

                                                                                                          

Altar Guild                                                                                      Tammy Amon 

 

Flowers                                                                                            Lovingly offered by  
                                                                                                         Parishioners                                                                                      

 

 


