
 

 

 

 

Church of the Messiah 
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Second Sunday in Advent 
Virtual Holy Eucharist: Rite Two  

 

December 6, 2020 
 

Prelude       “Chorale Prelude on ‘Psalm 42’”                                      by Gerald Near 

 

Welcome  

 
 

Opening Hymn 67  “Comfort, comfort ye my people”                                               Psalm 42 

 



 2 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People              Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 

 

 

Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen                                                                            

 

 

Kyrie  
 

Lord, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

 

Collect of the day 

 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 

salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 

coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

First Reading                                                                 Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she 

has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all 

her sins.” A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 

uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry 

out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are 

grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a 

high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of 

good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God 

comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He 

will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, 

and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

Reader            Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

   

 1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, *  

   you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.  

   

 2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *  

   and blotted out all their sins.  

   

 8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, *  

   for he is speaking peace to his faithful people  

   and to those who turn their hearts to him.  

   

 9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *  

   that his glory may dwell in our land.  

   

 10 Mercy and truth have met together; *  

   righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  

   

 11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *  

   and righteousness shall look down from heaven.  

   

 12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, *  

   and our land will yield its increase.  

   

 13 Righteousness shall go before him, *  

   and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.  

 

 

Second Reading                                        “John the Baptist”                                           Simon Foulkes 

'after me comes one you do not Know' John 1.26  

 

The locust is a bitter food without honey sweetness;  

For years life was bitter - scorched, desert-ed  

Nazirite eyes black pin-pricks of pain, waiting-  

And taking ridicule. But I marked out a highway  

In the spirit and power of Elijah. 

I am not The one to Come. I am not the Prophet. I am not worthy. 

I am not Messiah. I am Baptist. 

 

Look! The lamb of God!  

I baptise with water- but after me comes another,  

He stands among you - visible but unseen,  

Present but not noticed, unremarked, disregarded; the cloaked traveller. 

You ask me who I am- ask who He is!  

In the Isaiah words: 'Here is your God'  

Here - is - your - God 
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I cry out  

From the bitter food  

But here is the honey 

The sweetness of God  

O Jerusalem, O lost and shattered city 

City of dreams  

Of stonings and defeat  

Tenderly, sweetly,  

Your work, your pain is done  

Hard service finished 

Sins deleted, paid for 

Tenderly, sweetly,  

Jerusalem - I am Baptist -  

Here - is - your - God. 

 

-  Simon Foulkes,  www.poemhunter.com/poem/john-the-baptist - 2.  

                                                                                                                      19/12/9 

 

 

Gospel                                                                      Mark 1:1-8 
 

Reader             The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” John the baptizer appeared in 

the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the 

whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Reader            The Gospel of the Lord.  

People             Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
 

 

 

Sermon                      The Rev. Deborah Warner  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/john-the-baptist%20-%202
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

 

Caring God, 

we thank you for your gifts in creation: 
 

for our world, 

the heavens tell of your glory; 
 

for our land, its beauty and its resources, 

for the rich heritage we enjoy. 
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We pray: 
 

for those who make decisions about the resources of the earth, 

that we may use your gifts responsibly; 
 

for those who work on the land and sea, in city and in industry, 

that all may enjoy the fruits of their labors and marvel at your creation; 
 

for artists, scientists and visionaries, 

that through their work we may see creation afresh. 
 

Silence 
 

We thank you for giving us life; 

for all who enrich our experience. 
 

We pray:  
 

for all who are deprived of fullness of life, 

for prisoners, refugees, and those who are sick; 
 

for those in government,  medical science, social and relief work, and for your Church,  

for all who seek to bring life to others. 
 

Silence 
 

We thank you that you have called us to celebrate your creation.  

Give us reverence for life in your world. 
 

We thank you for your redeeming love; 

may your word and sacrament strengthen us to love as you love us. 
 

Silence 
 

God, Creator, bring us new life.  

Jesus, Redeemer, renew us.  

Holy Spirit, strengthen and guide us. 
 

 

Friends, for what else shall we pray and give thanks? 

 

 

Celebrant: 

 

Blessed are you, 

God of growth and discovery; 

yours is the inspiration 

that has altered and changed our lives; 

yours is the power that has brought us 

to new dangers and opportunities.  

Set us, your new creation, 

to walk through this new world, 

watching and learning, 

loving and trusting, 

until your kingdom comes. 

Amen.              
                   

                Adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book.  Auckland: New Zealand. 1988. Pp. 463-465.    
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Offertory Anthem  “People, look east”                                                        Bescançon Carol 

  

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 
 

 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 

People    We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People    It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 

God of all power, Creator of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets 

in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and 

skill. You made us the stewards of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we 

turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. 

And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.  

By his blood, he reconciled us. 

By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and 

with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

 

Sanctus  
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
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Celebrant    
 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 

now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 

the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

 

   We celebrate his death and resurrection, 

   as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah, Rebecca,  

Rachel and Leah, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your  

hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace 

only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 

make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you 

and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. 

AMEN. 

 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Breaking of the Bread  

 

 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 

In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 

body and blood are offered, we long to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We believe that you are 

truly present in the Holy Sacrament. And since we cannot at this time receive communion, we pray 

that you come into our hearts, our souls, and our minds. May we be united and embraced by you with 

all the affections of our souls. Let nothing separate us from you. Let us serve you in this life until, by 

your grace, we join you in your reign of unending peace. Amen.  

                                  - St. Augustine  

 

 

Communion Music  “Allegretto”                                                                         by Flor Peeters 

 

 

 

Commission and Benediction  
 

Go now: wait and work for the coming of the day of God. 

In the wild places prepare a straight path for the Lord. 

Lead lives of holiness and godliness,  

strive to be found at peace, 

and speak freely of the Lord’s comfort and promise. 

 

And may God our shepherd gather you in loving arms; 

May Christ Jesus reconcile justice and peace within you; 

And may the Holy Spirit baptize you into the life of God. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

    https://re-worship.blogapot.com/2011/11/benediction-advent-s-b.html 

     ©2002 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net 

 

 

 

Greeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://laughingbird.net/
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Hymn 75 “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying”                               Ascension 

   

 

Postlude  “Interlude in Eb Major”                                       by Alexander Guilmant 

  

 

Dismissal Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth to prepare the way of the Lord.  

           Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

 

 

 
 

One License: A-735723                                             
CCLI # 11052833 
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LITURGICAL  LEADERS 
 

 

 

Celebrant and Preacher                                           The Reverend Deborah Warner 

 

 

 

 

Organist                 Brittany Lord 

 

 

 

 

Lay Eucharistic Minister                                         Jean Taft  

 

 

 

 

Lectors                                                   Helen Gordon, Dicky Allison,  

        Sally Hauck 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People                                                  Maureen Nolan 

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild      Laura Kelly, Mary Heard 
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Church of the Messiah 

 
2020 Vestry 

 

  The Rev. Deborah M. Warner  Rector 

  Jean Taft    Warden 

  Nancy Rea    Warden 

  Winifred Dick    Clerk 

  John Nolan               Treasurer 
 
  

                  

                    

  Susan Morse           2021  Mary Fran Buckley         2021 

                  Don Aukamp   2022                    Paul Graney              2022                                                   

                  Charles Mann 2023 Peg Nicholson                     2023 

 

 

Deanery Representatives 
 

                   Dicky Allison    Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Helen Gordon               Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Carol Casey    Deanery Representative 

    

 

Staff 
 

  The Rev. Deborah Warner     Rector 

           Brittany Lord                  Music Director, Organist 

             Nancy McDonald     Parish Administrator 

           Jennifer Kelly     Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder 

          Bruce Bagley    Church Sexton 

                 Doug Amon     Cemetery Sexton 

                  Jessica Morrison                         Webmaster                   

 

 

The Rev. Deborah M. Warner 

Cell:  508-259-1570, E-mail: dwarner74@aol.com 

 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM  

Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134 

 

E-mail:   messiahfisher@comcast.net  
or 

comwoodshhole@gmail.com  

 

 

 Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org    
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