The Church of the Messiah’s

Good News
June 14, 2020
Welcome to the Church of the Messiah

We are delighted to have you worshiping with us.

A Prayer for the Church

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your
whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working
of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole
world see and know that things which were being cast down are being raised up,
and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being
brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
~

Book of Common Prayer (1979) page 540

Church of the Messiah
Mission Statement
The Church of the Messiah is an inclusive and welcoming community
- Committed to serving God by serving neighbors near and far;
- Affirming the dignity of every human being;
- Believing we are called to be stewards of creation.
- adopted by the Vestry of the Church of the Messiah on February 10, 2015.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
At the vestry meeting on Monday, June 8, 2020 the consensus of the vestry, in conversation with the
rector, was to delay “in person” worship in the Stone Church until at least September 1st. While all of us
recognize this may be disappointing for some people, we reached this very important decision based on the
following considerations:
First and foremost, our primary goal is do all we can to ensure the health of anyone who comes to worship
in person. Because a large portion of the congregation is over 60 and others have compromised immune
systems, by current CDC guidelines, these individuals are at a higher risk to contract COVID-19. We did
not want to put anyone’s health in jeopardy, nor have people feel obligated to attend “in person” worship.
Second, the present virtual service online streaming is having very positive results. People from across the
country are able to attend the services either live or view them later on our website. Going forward, one
piece of our “new normal” will be to continue to live stream our services even after we have “in person”
worship so we include any and all who wish to attend, regardless of their location.
Third, the audio visual and information technology at Messiah and particularly in the Stone Church needs a
significant upgrade in order to enhance our online presence now and going forward. Services or events
which are held in the Stone Church can be offered at a significantly higher quality. Therefore, the vestry
voted to invest in completing this upgrade as soon as possible during the summer. It will be done by a
highly respected company here on the Cape that works locally as well as in Boston and Cambridge. The
final result will be that we are using state of the art audio visual equipment and information technology that
will meet our needs now and for the foreseeable future.
We deeply appreciate the extremely positive support we have received throughout this time of physical
distancing. As you can tell each and every week, we are extremely fortunate to have the technology team
of Dicky Allison, Helen Gordon and Brittany Lord.
On behalf of the vestry and the parish, thank you very much. - The Rev. Deborah Warner, Rector
Our Sunday worship services continue to be live-streamed at 10 AM via Zoom. Information on how
to join these services and how to download Zoom may be found below and will be sent out in a
separate Constant Contact e-mail .
INSTRUCTIONS TO DOWNLOAD ZOOM:
1) Go to this link: https://zoom.us/download and follow the directions to download Zoom. Depending on
what type of device you are using, the link will take you to the Zoom website or the App Store if you are
on a mobile device. Zoom is free, and there is no need to sign up or create an account. All you need is
the software/app installed on your device.
2) Then join us for Morning Prayer this Sunday at 10am by clicking this
link: https://zoom.us/j/632447285 We suggest you plan on getting to our virtual church at 9:45am to give
yourself plenty of time to get settled. You can go ahead and test this link now ahead of time to make sure
that everything is working. Because virtual church hasn’t actually started yet, you will end up looking at a
screen that may show a live video of you if you have a camera. On Sunday at 9:45am when you join, you
will be looking at the sanctuary.
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FINANCIAL OFFERINGS AND DONATIONS: Although our church office is closed, we monitor the
mail, voicemail and email on a regular basis. Please continue to send financial contributions by mail to the
Church of the Messiah, 16 Church Street, Woods Hole, MA 02543. These can be sent on a weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semiannual or annual basis. We also have the capacity to receive stock transfers. For
further information, please call the church office at 508-548-2145 and leave a voice mail.
PARISH PRAYER LIST
Our prayers are asked for those who suffer from racial profiling, addiction, anxiety, are survivors of abuse
or assault, those who are undergoing treatment or living with cancer, are unemployed or homeless. We
pray for refugees seeking safety and security in this and other countries and for all who are ministering to
their needs. We pray for all who are suffering from or ministering to those with the COVID-19 here and
around the world. Lastly, we join with millions of others here and abroad to pray for racial justice in this
country and around the world. In our parish, we continue to pray for Charlie, Gloria, Sally and Larry.

Opening Remarks of the Presiding Bishop, The Most Reverend Michael Curry
at the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church on June 8, 2020
In the context in which we find ourselves, allow me to offer some opening remarks. Before I do that I want
to say a word of thanks to Secretary Barlowe and the General Convention Office. Members of Council may
note this is a massive undertaking to be able to enable us to meet this way. We are blessed and privileged to
have a team such as this, to do this, and on your behalf I thank them and thank God for them.
Allow me also to offer a text. It comes from Isaiah Chapter 40:
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless.
Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted;
but those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up on wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.
When the cameras are gone, when public attention has moved elsewhere, we must not be distracted. The
work goes on. The struggle continues. God is still God. And we must keep the faith. I am profoundly
grateful and thankful for the continued witness, not only of Episcopalians, but people of all faiths and
people of goodwill and decency in this time in which we live. But I have to say I am particularly thankful
for the people of this Episcopal Church, many of whom, bishops, clergy, and lay people who have gone on
to witness to Jesus and his way of love in public protests, in political actions, and willingness to stand and
speak when it might be more convenient and comfortable to remain silent.
3

I want to note in particular the people of the Dioceses of Georgia and Atlanta in light of Ahmaud Arbery’s
death. The people of the Diocese of Kentucky, and the particular quiet courage of Bishop Terry White in
light of Breonna Taylor’s death. The people of the Diocese of Minnesota in light of George Floyd’s death.
The people of Washington, the Diocese of Washington and St. John’s Church in particular, Bishop Mariann
Budde. She reminds me of the courage of Queen Esther. The people of the Diocese of Southwestern
Virginia, and many of our dioceses that ENS and others have covered how they have borne witness to Jesus,
his teachings, his example, his spirit, and his way of love in our personal relationships, our interpersonal
relationships, in our social and in our political. I want to thank God for them.
But it is important to remember the cameras will go away. Public attention will go elsewhere. And we must
not be distracted. God is still God. The work must go on. The struggle must continue. And we must keep the
faith. These words from Isaiah 40, if I’ve got the context correct, come from a moment when the people of
God had been set free. Abraham Lincoln of the ancient world, otherwise known as Cyrus of Persia, set the
Jewish people free from their captivity in Babylon. And they were then free, if you will, to go home. Like
that biography of Nelson Mandela, it was a long walk to freedom. And many gave up. Many didn’t leave
Babylon and just stayed. And a smaller number stayed the course and went on that long walk to freedom.
Freedom’s walk is always a long, arduous walk, fraught with setbacks, filled with hardship. It is that walk
like Jesus walking the Via Dolorosa, the Way of Sorrows. It is that walk, like those who walked at Selma. It
is that walk of those who had to walk the Trail of Tears. It is the walk of those who have stayed and stood
for the freedom of any human child of God from any kind of captivity that would hold them down. It is a
long walk to freedom, but we must remember they that wait upon the Lord will renew their strength. They
will mount up on wings like eagles. They will run and not be weary. And more importantly, they will walk
and not faint. When the cameras are gone, and the attention has moved elsewhere, God is still God and our
work goes on. The struggle continues. And sisters and brothers and siblings, we must keep the faith.
At our General Convention in 2015, we kind of had sort of a covenant renewal, if you will, sort of like
Joshua in Joshua 24, when all the tribes of Israel were gathered at the river entering the promised land. It
was a covenant renewal to work that this church has engaged in for years, the work of racial justice and
reconciliation. We recommitted in some deeper ways to that work. And we said we’re not going to quit.
We’re going to stay the course. We likewise made a commitment to the work of evangelism, a particular
way of lifting up Jesus of Nazareth, his teachings, his example, and his spirit as the way and the face of
what it is to be a Christian. We said we were going to do that work and continue to do that work. And even
in addition to that, knowing that our arms are short, and our hands are small, we made a commitment to do
everything we can to save God’s creation, to save this world. We made a commitment to that being the
shape for all of us together embodying a Jesus movement in our time, that would dare to lift up Jesus of
Nazareth as the face of what it is to be a Christian, what it is to follow in the way of God’s love.
But in our time, we have seen false representations of Christianity and Christian nationalism on display for
all the world to see. We have seen the blatant face of brutality, of the brutality of racism that is very often
far more subtle, and pernicious, and systemic, and institutional. But we have seen its brutal face. We have
seen fundamental challenges to the ideals of freedom, justice, and human equality that are foundational
ideals of the United States. In spite of the fact that the United States has not always lived up to it, the ideals
were there. We have seen fundamental challenges to the democratic fabric of American society, something I
never thought I would live to see. We have seen a ruthless virus, a plague in the land, sickness and death
and hardship visited to one degree or another on all of us, but particularly on the most vulnerable among us.
And it has exposed inequities and moral wrongs that shouldn’t be in our land or in our world. We have seen
increased danger to the very earth itself. And the failure of the nations, including this one that I love, to
stand up for our mother the earth. Thank God there’s a little girl in Scandinavia who is willing to stand up.
When the cameras are gone, when public attention has gone elsewhere, God will still be God, and we must
not be distracted. The work goes on, the struggle continues, and we must keep the faith.
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Earlier this week, I was being interviewed and I’ve forgotten who the interviewer was, and they caught me
off guard with a question I hadn’t actually anticipated. The interviewer said, “In light of all of this in, in
light of the fact that, that George Floyd was a black man just like Barack Obama, one was president of the
United States and one was killed by an officer of the United States. In light of that horrible paradox of our
reality, what gives you hope?” And for a second, I didn’t have an answer except that I remember my
grandma used to say, “God will always have a witness. God will always have a witness.”
And I’ve seen a few witnesses. I’ve seen witnesses in those protestors. Most of them peaceful, non-violent,
exercising their constitutional right for freedom of assembly and to give voice to their concerns. I’ve seen
them. But more than that, we’ve protested before. This is not the first time there have been… There were
protests after Ferguson. There were protests after Eric Garner. There were protests after Trayvon Martin.
There’ve been protests before. But something’s different about this one. This time it’s not just black folk
and a few white folk protesting. This time it is the rainbow children of God. This time they are black and
white and Anglo and Latino. It’s amazing. They’re gay, they’re straight. They’re Mitt Romney, a
Republican. This is something different going on. And that gives me hope. God’s got a witness and it is a
multiethnic, it is e pluribus unum. It is the rainbow children of God coming together to bear witness that we
don’t want to be like this anymore. We want a better world. We want a better America. Let the true America
rise up. Let America really be America. One nation, under God, indivisible with liberty and justice, not for
some, but for all.
But even if the crowds and protestors weren’t there, even when the cameras have gone away, even when the
public attention has moved elsewhere, God will still be God, and our work goes on. Our struggle continues.
And we will not quit. We will, like Simon of Cyrene in the New Testament, who when Jesus fell under the
weight of the cross, picked up that cross, followed him, and carried the cross.
Amen.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RECENT GRADUATES
The following is a list of members of the Class of 2020 from the following schools. We congratulate them
and wish them every success as they move forward in the coming years.
Gio Borgese - Falmouth High School
Abe Lineaweaver - Falmouth High School
Leah Glidden - Falmouth High School
Josephine Graney - Groton School
Malcolm Swope - New Hampton School
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CELEBRATING GOD’S CREATION: Caring for this corner of the earth
INVASIVE PLANTS AND NATIVE PLANT ALTERNATIVES
We have been exploring various invasive plants to watch out for in our area, as well as the ecological benefits of
including native plants in your yards. If you haven’t had a chance to read the Good News the past few weeks, please
check it out! Some great information has been presented already.

This week we look at another aggressive invasive plant: Purple Loosestrife
(Lythrum salicaria). This particular invasive plant is quite beautiful, and was introduced to America in the
early 1800s as an ornamental garden plant. Purple Loosestrife is a hardy perennial that quickly invades
wetlands, which negatively affects wildlife as their natural habitat is smothered out. Wetlands are a critical
ecosystem, with hundreds of species of all kinds (bird, insects, mammals, fish) that rely on the wetland
habitat. Purple Loosestrife is also capable of invading drier areas and is being found more often on
agricultural land and pastures. Unfortunately, it is widespread throughout New England.
Purple Loosestrife can sometimes be confused with other plants, such as our native Fireweed (Chamerion
angustifolium) or Blue Vervain (Verbena hastata), so it is important to make sure to identify it properly
before beginning removal efforts. The Minnesota Sea Grant website has a handy chart that describes the
different characteristics of Purple Loosestrife and may be helpful to you for identification:
http://www.seagrant.umn.edu/ais/purpleloosestrife_info. Small populations on your property can be
controlled by repeated pulling, cutting and digging.

There are a number of wonderful native plants that can take the place of Purple Loosestrife in your garden.
Various varieties of the North American wildflower Liatris (blazing star or gayfeather) work very well in
our area. Liatris novae-angliae (Northern Blazing Star) is native to our particular region, but is rare. Liatris
has tall stems with purple flowers during the summer. They are wonderful for butterflies and other
pollinators, and work well planted alongside Butterfly milkweed (asclepias tuberosa) and Bee Balm
(monarda).
- Brittany and the Environmental Committee
REGIONAL POLICY PLAN Re: The Cape Cod Commission
The Cape Cod Commission plays a leadership role in planning and policymaking across Cape Cod,
regulating developments of regional impact, and making decisions on buildings and infrastructure that will
last for decades. On May 28th, the Commission will hold a virtual public hearing to consider proposed
amendments to its Regional Policy Plan (RPP) . Further information on reading this plan and possibly
taking action related to it, please consider visiting the website: www.350.capecod.org
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WAYS TO SAVE THE PLANET – Simple Things Can Make a Difference
1. Use Energy Eﬃcient Lightbulbs:
Energy eﬃcient lightbulbs are a simple way to reduce the amount of power you use. Not only will
this help the planet, it will also save your bank balance too. By replacing just one lightbulb, the
eﬀect can be tremendous. If every house in the USA did this, it would reduce pollution by the same
amount as removing one million cars from the road!
2. Turn Your Computer Oﬀ Overnight:
If you turn your computer oﬀ every night, again you will reduce the power you use. You will save
an average of $14 a year. It’s not a huge amount, but better in your pocket than your energy
supplier’s right?
3. Don’t Pre-Rinse the Dishes:
If you can’t live without your dishwasher, then at least cut the pre-rinse. With a decent detergent,
your dishes will be just as clean and you can save an average of twenty gallons of water per load.
LOCAL CSA’s (Community Sustainable Agriculture farms)
As we scramble to secure groceries, what better time to embrace our local CSA’s and businesses that
source local, sustainable foods. Please see the list below for some of our area contacts. These farmers
have different offerings and plans. All in the spirit of Buy Local!
Bay End Farm, Buzzards Bay
contact them for CSA details

www.bayendfarm.com/farmstand

Bootstrap Farm, Cataumet
www.bootstrapfarm.com
Offering curbside delivery for members. Public shopping is also available, currently for Tuesday,
Friday & Saturday pick up. Order online, with car delivery at store. Please visit our website for the
latest public shopping hours.
Cape Cod Organic Farm, Barnstable www.capecodorganicfarm.org
May 27- September 30 for pick up at Farm
Coonamessett Farm, Hatchville www.coonamessettfarm.com
offers a variety of CSA options for pick up at Farm. The Farm Market is open Wednesdays through
Sundays 9 am to 5 pm. They are now taking SNAP program EBT cards. They have an expanded
grocery section including produce, cheese, and meats. They also have take-home meals, fresh and
frozen, made at the farm by Buffalo Jump.
DaSilva Farms, Teaticket www.dasilvafarm.com
offers a variety of CSA options for meat and eggs. Sign up to receive updates for delivery schedule.
Pariah Dog Farm, East Falmouth www.pariahdogfarm.com
contact them for CSA details. Vegetables, fruit, herbs, eggs, maple syrup, sea salt and honey
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WOODS HOLE RESEARCH CENTER OFFERING SPRING WEBINAR SERIES
Here’s something to add to our “stay at home” list…The Woods Hole Research Center is offering a spring
lecture series to help people of all ages understand current research in climate change. To register for this
free series, please go to the Woods Hole Research Center website: www.whrc.org and follow the prompts.
You can also view previous webinars in the series on this site.
A PRAYER FOR OUR FUTURE
As our capital campaign continues, we invite you to join together in praying the following prayer that was composed by
members of the parish and the rector.

O God, Giver of all good gifts,
we thank You for the grace of serving You by serving our neighbors.
May our hearts be kind and generous.
May our ministry be rooted in love and bold in imagination.
Having transformed the Parish and Community Center, may our lives
and the lives of all who join us, continue to be renewed by Your love and the
power of the Spirit. Amen.
UPDATE ON THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
While most of the response to our Fall 2019 campaign outreach was in hand by the time of our January
Annual Meeting, we do continue to receive significant donations. To the gifts, pledges, and bequests
reported at the Meeting, we have since received from both new and earlier donors, additional gifts of
$23,225 bringing our total to date to $2,418,000. We will continue fundraising through August. We
continue to welcome pledges as well as checks. The dream outcome would be raising the full $2.7 cost of
the completed building. As most of you know, even under the constraints imposed by the Covid-19
emergency, through the power of Zoom our new Parish and Community Center remains a focal point for a
wide range of activities from committee meetings to meditation sessions.
Charles Mann, Chair, Capital Campaign Phase 2
Sandra Rodgers, Chair, Capital Campaign Phase 1
Don Aukamp
Carol Casey
Deborah Dougherty
Arden Edwards
Mark Haycock
Please like us on Facebook
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Church of the Messiah
2020 Vestry
The Rev. Deborah M. Warner
Jean Taft
Nancy Rea
Winifred Dick
John Nolan

Rector
Warden
Warden
Clerk
Treasurer

Susan Morse
Don Aukamp
Charles Mann

Mary Fran Buckley
Paul Graney
Peg Nicholson

2021
2022
2023

2021
2022
2023

Deanery Representatives
Dicky Allison
Helen Gordon
Carol Casey

Diocesan, Deanery Representative
Diocesan, Deanery Representative
Deanery Representative

Staff
The Rev. Deborah Warner
Brittany Lord
Nancy McDonald
Jennifer Kelly
Bruce Bagley
Doug Amon
Jessica Morrison

Rector
Music Director, Organist
Parish Administrator
Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder
Church Sexton
Cemetery Sexton
Webmaster

The Rev. Deborah M. Warner
Cell: 508-259-1570, E-mail: dwarner74@aol.com
Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM
Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134
E-mail: Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org
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