The Church of the Messiah’s

Good News
September 13, 2020
Welcome to the Church of the Messiah

We are delighted to have you worshiping with us.

A Prayer for the Present
Sustain us, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit.
Give us inquiring and discerning hearts,
the courage to will and to persevere,
a spirit to know and to love you,
and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

- Adapted from the Book of Common Prayer (1979) p. 308

Church of the Messiah
Mission Statement
The Church of the Messiah is an inclusive and welcoming community
- Committed to serving God by serving neighbors near and far;
- Affirming the dignity of every human being;
- Believing we are called to be stewards of creation.
- adopted by the Vestry of the Church of the Messiah on February 10, 2015.

IMPORTANT NOTICE and UPDATE ON REGATHERING
At the vestry meeting on Monday, August 10, 2020 the consensus of the vestry, in conversation with the
rector, was to delay “in person” worship in the Stone Church until at least the First Sunday in Advent,
November 29th. While all of us recognize this may be disappointing for some people, we reached this very
important decision based on the following considerations:
First and foremost, our primary goal is do all we can to ensure the health of anyone who comes to worship
in person. Because a large portion of the congregation is over 60 and others have compromised immune
systems, by current CDC guidelines, these individuals are at a higher risk to contract COVID-19. We did
not want to put anyone’s health in jeopardy, nor have people feel obligated to attend “in person” worship.
Second, the present virtual service online streaming continues to have very positive results. People from
across the country are able to attend the services either live or view them later on our website. Going
forward, one piece of our “new normal” will be to continue to live stream our services even after we have
“in person” worship so we include any and all who wish to attend, regardless of their location.
Third, the audio visual and information technology at Messiah and particularly in the Stone Church has
been upgraded to enhance the audio quality. We are awaiting three new cameras that will be placed in the
nave and chancel for different views to be captured during our service. An underground connection has
been installed so the Church and the Parish and Community Center are both on Wi-Fi.
REGATHERING OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
As required by the diocesan guidelines, a “Regathering Oversight Committee” has been formed. The
members are: Phil Alatalo, Dicky Allison, Helen Gordon, Susan Morse, Heather Shepley, Jean Taft (ex
officio) and Matthew Sutherland. Brittany Lord and The Rev. Deborah Warner will represent the staff. We
will be going forward following the detailed diocesan guidelines so that when we regather in the Stone
Church and the Parish and Community Center we will do so in full compliance, based on the safety
protocols from the diocesan, state and CDC.
On behalf of the vestry and the parish, thank you very much for your continuing support in this
unprecedented time.
- The Rev. Deborah Warner, Rector
ZOOM AND LIVE-STREAMING INFORMATION

Our Sunday worship services continue to be live-streamed at 10 AM via Zoom.
INSTRUCTIONS TO DOWNLOAD ZOOM:
1) Go to this link: https://zoom.us/download and follow the directions to download Zoom. Depending on
what type of device you are using, the link will take you to the Zoom website or the App Store if you are
on a mobile device. Zoom is free, and there is no need to sign up or create an account. All you need is
the software/app installed on your device.
2) Then join us for Morning Prayer this Sunday at 10am by clicking this
link: https://zoom.us/j/632447285 We suggest you plan on getting to our virtual church at 9:45am to give
yourself plenty of time to get settled. You can go ahead and test this link now ahead of time to make sure
that everything is working. Because virtual church hasn’t actually started yet, you will end up looking at a
screen that may show a live video of you if you have a camera. On Sunday at 9:45am when you join, you
will be looking at the sanctuary.
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PARISH PRAYER LIST
Our prayers are asked for those who suffer from racial profiling, addiction, anxiety, are survivors of abuse
or assault, those who are undergoing treatment or living with cancer, are unemployed or homeless. We
pray for refugees seeking safety and security in this and other countries and for all who are ministering to
their needs. We pray for all who are suffering from or ministering to those with the COVID-19 here and
around the world. We offer our prayers on behalf of those suffering from dementia and their families. We
join with millions of others here and abroad to pray for racial justice in this country and around the world.
We join in the prayers of others around the world for all who died, were injured or left homeless by the
explosion in Beirut on Tuesday, August 4th. We pray for all in Iowa whose lives and livelihood have been
devastated because of the derecho, for all in California whose lives are being jeopardized by wildfires and
for those who have been in harm’s way because of recent hurricanes and torrential rain and strong winds.
We pray for civility, justice and compassion from all citizens in choosing wise and faithful elected leaders
locally and nationally.
As children and young people in our families, parish and community begin school or college in person,
online or through home schooling, we pray for them and for their parents for patience and a spirit of
wonder.
In our parish, we continue to pray for Charlie, Gloria, Carol, Sally, Larry, David, Fletcher and Wayne.

BIRTHDAY CARDS FOR JOHNNY STONE
Please join Johnny’s family as they celebrate Johnny’s 101st birthday on Friday, September 18th. Cards
should be sent to Johnny Stone at 61 Haynes Avenue, Falmouth MA 02540. Thanks! - DMW

A PRAYER FOR OUR FUTURE
As our capital campaign continues, we invite you to join together in praying the following prayer that was composed by
members of the parish and the rector.

O God, Giver of all good gifts,
we thank You for the grace of serving You by serving our neighbors.
May our hearts be kind and generous.
May our ministry be rooted in love and bold in imagination.
Having transformed the Parish and Community Center, may our lives
and the lives of all who join us, continue to be renewed by Your love and the
power of the Spirit. Amen.

UNITED THANK OFFERING IN-GATHERING
Due to Coronavirus restrictions, we are asking everyone to empty their Blue Boxes and write a check to
Church of the Messiah with UTO on the memo line. Please send to 16 Church St., Woods Hole, MA
02543.
Now you can start to refill your Blue Boxes with Gratefulness. Remember, being grateful can change your
whole life.
Thanks.
UTO Team
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PANDEMIC AND ZOOM WORSHIP MAKING YOU FEEL DOWN?
May I suggest you check out this fabulous parody from “Hamilton” that The Rev. Lonnie Lacy, Rector of
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church in Tifton, GA “performs”. It’s a gift to lift all our spirits! Here is the
YouTube link: https://youtu.be/CFduNE4pXAQ

MUSIC NEWS
The choir and I are enjoying putting together the special “virtual choir” anthems and are looking forward to
continuing through the summer. Since I will be making many more of the slideshows that accompany the
music, I am looking for more photos and/or short (30 second) video clips to use. If anyone has nice photos
of flowers, nature, wildlife, points of interest around Falmouth, church activities, etc, please feel free to
share and they may be used in one of our worship services! As I continue to plan music for the summer,
there may be certain “themes” that will come up, and I will put out additional notices looking for photos or
videos that go with those themes.
If you’d like to share some photos, please email them to: comwoodshole@gmail.com. High resolution
photos work better. If you have a short video clip (30 seconds or so), please contact me and I will let you
know how to get it to me, as the file is probably too big to email.
Thank you!

~Brittany Lord

REACHING OUT TO OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED ACROSS THE COUNTRY:
IOWA DISASTER RELIEF EFFORTS:
Donations can be sent through PayPal at:
http://www.iowaepiscopal.org/
Or checks marked "derecho" can be sent to
The Episcopal Diocese of Iowa,
225 37th Street,
Des Moines Iowa 50312-4305.
CALIFORNIA AND OTHER NATURAL DISASTERS EFFORTS:
Episcopal Relief and Development: www.episcopalrelief.org
P. O. Box 7058
Merrifield, VA 22116-7058
FEEDING PROGRAMS FOR THOSE IN DISASTER AREAS
World Central Kitchen: www.wck.org
1342 Florida Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20009
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Some words of thanks to:
 Helen Gordon, Brittany Lord and Dicky Allison who have been tireless in their efforts to learn
the “ropes and scope” of the capabilities our new audio-visual system in the Stone Church;
 Kevin Shanley of East-West Audio who worked closely with our tech team in securing
excellent audio-visual equipment that meets our “gathering” and technology needs now and
going forward;
 Nancy McDonald and Bruce Bagley who have been quietly working during the pandemic;
 Our choir that has continued to meet weekly with Brittany and prepare their part to “Sing the
Lord’s song in this strange land.” (Psalm 137)
 Doug Amon who continues to meet with families and friends of those in need of burial in our
cemetery or memorial garden during this difficult time;
 Tammy Amon and members of our Altar Guild who have made sure that our worship space
continues to offer a space of welcome, grace and hospitality even “at a distance”;
 The vestry who have been meeting regularly on Zoom since mid-March to carry out their
fiduciary responsibilities as well as working closely with Deborah to ensure that our ministry
continues to move ahead even now;
 Paul Graney, Wells and Alice who removed and stacked all the books in the pew racks in the
nave of the Stone Church, as required by the diocesan guidelines to eventually regather;
 Our Love First families who have met every other week with Deborah to share their own stories
and gifts;
 Our “Waterers” who are making sure our plantings are taken care of during this summer’s
drought;
 Our Environmental Committee committed to caring for “this earth, our island home” and
offering suggestions on how others can share in this vitally important ministry;
 Our newly established “Regathering Oversight Committee” who will be starting their work with
Deborah as we moving ahead to eventually regathering and opening our buildings under the
safest and healthiest conditions we can offer;
 Finally, to each of you for your continuing support of each other, your families and neighbors as
well as your continuing financial support during this pandemic.
DMW
ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET 2020
What can we say about this incredible year? Each week seems to bring a new crisis to light that calls for
our prayers and also our financial contributions. We learn every day about deep needs for support in our
state, in our country, and throughout the world. This year we haven’t had the fun of attending galas and
dinners and fundraisers in our community, but local organizations are still working on raising money for
many, many worthwhile causes. We can’t hold an in-person Alternative Gift Market at St. Barnabas in
November but we will be holding it on-line instead. As always it will give us an opportunity to support
both local and international charities, all with proven records of exceptional work. Mark your calendars
now and save the dates in early November to take part in the best holiday shopping! If you are not
comfortable with online shopping, you will be able to print off the shopping list and send your choices with
your check to UUFF/AGM.
There will still be gift insert cards to download to announce your gift to the lucky recipient. We have been
very cognizant of the areas of greatest concern during this pandemic. You will find local and international
groups addressing food insecurity, health issues, and social justice. Shopping will be available from
November 7-15. Remember, during this difficult time it is all the more important that a gift you give to a
loved one gives a gift to the world.
AGM committee: Carol Casey & Sandy Rodgers

Back up: Mary Fran Buckley & Sally Hauck
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CELEBRATING GOD’S CREATION: Caring for this corner of the earth
SWEAT BEES ARE IMPORTANT POLLINATORS
We have been exploring various invasive plants to watch out for in our area, as well as the ecological
benefits of including native plants in your yard. If you haven’t had a chance to read the Good News the
past few weeks, please check it out! Some great information has been presented already. Currently, we are
learning about some of our insect friends who visit our gardens.

Halictid Bees, also known as Sweat Bees, are very important native pollinators.
They are quite small, and most sweat bees are solitary. There are a wide variety of colors of sweat bees
including some that are metallic green or blue. They get their name “sweat” because of their attraction to
perspiration which can provide them with water and salt, but they are not aggressive towards humans. Most
sweat bees nest in the ground, but these nests usually don’t have more than one bee living in them. Eggs
are laid in the nests which are then packed with pollen and nectar which provide food for the developing
larvae. Adults eat nectar and pollen and can be spotted visiting a variety of garden flowers.
Like many other insects and pollinators, numbers of sweat bees are in decline. This is concerning because
they play a vital role both in pollinating wildflowers as well as crops. Sweat bees are one of the smallest
types of bees that can buzz-pollinate which is when they clasp the anther of a flower in their mandibles,
curl their body around the anther, and vibrate their wings. This causes the anther to release the pollen.
There are a large number of wild flowers that require this action in order to be pollinated. Honey bees
cannot pollinate flowers in this way, so these plants depend on native bees for their survival.
Brittany and the Environmental Committee

WOODWELL CLIMATE RESEARCH CENTER HAS AN EXCELLENT NEW WEBSITE!
The Woodwell Climate Research Center webinar lecture series continues, helping people of all ages
understand current research in climate change. To register for this free series, please go to the Woodwell
Climate Research Center website: www.woodwellclimate.org and follow the prompts. You can also view
previous webinars in the series on this site, as well as many very interesting and informative articles!

REUSABLE BAGS ALLOWED AGAIN
Supermarkets are allowing reusable bags again, as long as shoppers bag their own groceries. This is
probably true in other retail stores as well!
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WAYS TO SAVE THE PLANET – Simple Things Can Make a Difference
Ah-h, the Clean Air!
Remember when the air was cleaner and there were fewer cars on the road? It seems like the traffic is
beginning to feel more like normal now. I remember someone said that the earth seemed happier, even as
we were in quarantine. The birds seemed to sing louder and even the trees leafed out happier. In our
neighborhood we called each other when we were venturing out to the stores. “Can I pick up anything for
you while I’m out?” Not that I want to stay in quarantine, but there was that side of it…
Maybe if we each do a little bit of thinking we can still limit the number of cars or trucks on the road.

Here are some suggestions:
1.

Perhaps continue the neighbor calling neighbor to ask if one could pick up something at the store
instead of everyone getting in their cars to get just a few things.

2. Make the most of each car trip. Try to do a few tasks at a time, get gas when you are out grocery
shopping, plan hardware, pet store, groceries all in one trip.
3. Buy local when you can, to save all that long distance truck travel for produce and such.
4. If you order on line, only ask for special delivery dates when you REALLY need something right
away. Otherwise, one truck will have only your purchase to deliver instead of a truck full of
merchandise.
5. Walk to the store when you can. If you have a lot to buy, well, why not press that old Flexible Flyer
into service again. You might start a trend! Take it to the beach if you can walk there. Parking won’t
be a problem.
6. Bicycle when you can, to places like the library, beach, or to pick up a few things.
7. Save gas by driving the speed limit.
8. Carpool
9. Consider continuing Zoom meetings, at least through the summer when tourist traffic is high.
10. If you are looking for a new car, think hybrid or electric. (ok, that’s not a little thing)
All of us doing our little bit can make a big difference. Keep the skies blue, the air fresh, and the earth
happier!
LOCAL CSA’s (Community Sustainable Agriculture farms)
As we scramble to secure groceries, what better time to embrace our local CSA’s and businesses that
source local, sustainable foods. Please see the list below for some of our area contacts. These farmers
have different offerings and plans. All in the spirit of Buy Local!
Bay End Farm, Buzzards Bay
contact them for CSA details

www.bayendfarm.com/farmstand
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Bootstrap Farm, Cataumet
www.bootstrapfarm.com
Offering curbside delivery for members. Public shopping is also available, currently for Tuesday,
Friday & Saturday pick up. Order online, with car delivery at store. Please visit our website for the
latest public shopping hours.
Cape Cod Organic Farm, Barnstable www.capecodorganicfarm.org
May 27- September 30 for pick up at Farm
Coonamessett Farm, Hatchville www.coonamessettfarm.com
offers a variety of CSA options for pick up at Farm. The Farm Market is open Wednesdays through
Sundays 9 am to 5 pm. They are now taking SNAP program EBT cards. They have an expanded
grocery section including produce, cheese, and meats. They also have take-home meals, fresh and
frozen, made at the farm by Buffalo Jump.
DaSilva Farms, Teaticket www.dasilvafarm.com
offers a variety of CSA options for meat and eggs. Sign up to receive updates for delivery schedule.
Pariah Dog Farm, East Falmouth www.pariahdogfarm.com
contact them for CSA details. Vegetables, fruit, herbs, eggs, maple syrup, sea salt and honey

FINANCIAL OFFERINGS AND DONATIONS: Although our church office is closed, we monitor the
mail, voicemail and email on a regular basis. Please continue to send financial contributions by mail to the
Church of the Messiah, 16 Church Street, Woods Hole, MA 02543. These can be sent on a weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semiannual or annual basis. We also have the capacity to receive stock transfers. For
further information, please call the church office at 508-548-2145 and leave a voice mail.

UPDATE ON THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
While most of the response to our Fall 2019 campaign outreach was in hand by the time of our January
Annual Meeting, we do continue to receive significant donations. To the gifts, pledges, and bequests
reported at the Meeting, we have since received from both new and earlier donors, additional gifts of
$23,225 bringing our total to date to $2,418,000. We will continue fundraising through August. We
continue to welcome pledges as well as checks. The dream outcome would be raising the full $2.7 cost of
the completed building. As most of you know, even under the constraints imposed by the Covid-19
emergency, through the power of Zoom our new Parish and Community Center remains a focal point for a
wide range of activities from committee meetings to meditation sessions.
Charles Mann, Chair, Capital Campaign Phase 2
Sandra Rodgers, Chair, Capital Campaign Phase 1
Don Aukamp
Carol Casey

Deborah Dougherty
Arden Edwards
Mark Haycock
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THE FRESH START PROGRAM THROUGH THE FALMOUTH SERVICE CENTER
The Fresh Start Program has changed slightly this year due to COVID 19. In 2020 the program
will provide school age children with a gift card towards new clothing for the first day of school, a gift card
towards a new pair of shoes, and a backpack filled with school supplies to start the new school year.
Do you remember...
The first day of school?
Your new outfit?
How good you felt?
Fresh Start was introduced to the Falmouth Service Center in 2005 by Kathy Hall of East Falmouth. After
hearing of a similar program in Connecticut, she spearheaded a committee to bring this program to
Falmouth through the Falmouth Service Center. In Fresh Start’s first year, 57 children were outfitted and
received a backpack filled with school supplies. This school year, we were able to assist 301 Falmouth
children.

How can I help to support The Fresh Start Program in 2020?


Sponsor a Child
Make a donation of a gift card to either Olympia Sports, TJ Maxx, or Walmart for a child's first
day of school outfit




Make a cash donation towards The Fresh Start Program
So that we can purchase school supplies, backpacks, and gift cards for the children’s shoes and
clothing.

We have adjusted our program this year so that both our volunteers and staff can safely work to continue
to support the children of our community. Monetary donations and gift cards are preferred at this time, in
order to support this program.
We wish we could share the joy we see when families pick up their backpacks and school clothes in
August. This year, when you see those school buses in September, give yourself a hug. A child on that bus
is a recipient of Fresh Start!
More questions?
If you have more questions about The Fresh Start Program, please call the Falmouth Service Center at
508-548-2794.
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ART FROM PAIGE & CLAIRE SUTHERLAND
who are part of our Love First FamilyMinistry

Please like us on Facebook
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Church of the Messiah
2020 Vestry
The Rev. Deborah M. Warner
Jean Taft
Nancy Rea
Winifred Dick
John Nolan

Rector
Warden
Warden
Clerk
Treasurer

Susan Morse
Don Aukamp
Charles Mann

Mary Fran Buckley
Paul Graney
Peg Nicholson

2021
2022
2023

2021
2022
2023

Deanery Representatives
Dicky Allison
Helen Gordon
Carol Casey

Diocesan, Deanery Representative
Diocesan, Deanery Representative
Deanery Representative

Staff
The Rev. Deborah Warner
Brittany Lord
Nancy McDonald
Jennifer Kelly
Bruce Bagley
Doug Amon
Jessica Morrison

Rector
Music Director, Organist
Parish Administrator
Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder
Church Sexton
Cemetery Sexton
Webmaster

The Rev. Deborah M. Warner
Cell: 508-259-1570, E-mail: dwarner74@aol.com
Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM
Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134
E-mail: Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org
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