The Church of the Messiah’s
March 20, 2022
Welcome to the Church of the Messiah
We are delighted to have you worshiping with us.

Sustain us, O Lord
Sustain us, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give us
an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to
persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy
and wonder in all your works. Amen.
-

Book of Common Prayer (1979), p. 308

The Wheat on the Altar this Morning
Represents a Donation
to the
Episcopal Relief & Development’s Ukraine Crisis Response Fund
by the Amon Family

Church of the Messiah
Mission Statement
The Church of the Messiah is an inclusive and welcoming community
- Committed to serving God by serving neighbors near and far;
- Affirming the dignity of every human being;
- Believing we are called to be stewards of creation.
- adopted by the Vestry of the Church of the Messiah on February 10, 2015.

ALL ARE WELCOME: A Word from the Rector and Wardens
As an Episcopal parish, our intention is to welcome any and all who come into our midst whether physically
or virtually. We are delighted to have you here. Welcome!
ZOOM AND LIVE-STREAMING INFORMATION
Our 10 AM Sunday worship service will be live-streamed via Zoom.
INSTRUCTIONS TO DOWNLOAD ZOOM:
1) Go to this link: https://zoom.us/download and follow the directions to download Zoom. Depending on
what type of device you are using, the link will take you to the Zoom website or the App Store if you are
on a mobile device. Zoom is free, and there is no need to sign up or create an account. All you need is
the software/app installed on your device.
2) Then join us for Sunday services at this link: https://zoom.us/j/632447285 We suggest you plan on
getting to our virtual church at 9:45 AM to give yourself plenty of time to get settled. You can go ahead
and test this link now ahead of time to make sure that everything is working. Because virtual church hasn’t
actually started yet, you will end up looking at a screen that may show a live video of you if you have a
camera. On Sunday at 9:45AM when you join, you will be looking at the sanctuary.
PARISH PRAYER LIST
Our prayers are asked for those who suffer from racial profiling, addiction, anxiety, abuse, dementia, cancer,
emotional distress, are suffering from or ministering to those with COVID-19 here and around the world.
We pray for all who are unemployed or homeless, are refugees seeking safety and security in this and other
countries and for all who are ministering to their needs and for those in the armed forces. We pray for those
who are victims of natural disasters and changes in the earth’s climate and for the people of Afghanistan,
and Haiti. We pray for all who serve in the diplomatic corps and in the armed and peacekeeping forces.
In our parish prayer list, we continue to pray for Charlie, Larry, David, Robert, Miyoko, Emily, Steve, Janet,
Bunk, Sarah, Johnny, Bruce, Betsy, Amy, Bob, Debby, Sandra, Helen, Guthrie and Adelaide.
LENTEN BOOK GROUP: Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times by The Most
Rev. Michael Curry
During Lent, you are invited to join others in the parish in reading the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s
book, Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times. Bishop Curry was assisted in its writing
by Sara Grace. Copies of the book are available at Eight Cousins Bookstore in Falmouth. If you buy your
copy there (the book retails for $27.00), please tell them you are from the Church of the Messiah’s book
group and you will receive a discount. We will have a couple of sessions to discuss the book for those who
wish to share their thoughts through that format. – DMW
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VESTRY UPDATE
We had a very full agenda at our vestry meeting on March 14th. We accomplished the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Approved a new design for the pathways
Discussed possible donees for our Easter offering (to be finalized by 3/22)
Reviewed various financial matters, including approving an auditor to conduct the upcoming audit
Accepted the recommendations of the Regathering Committee (based on the new Diocesan Covid
Guidelines)
Received an update of the Strategic Plan
Reviewed the Cemetery Committee’s plans for a columbarium
Reviewed the Building and Grounds Committee’s recommended priorities for renovations to the
rectory and discussed possible financing options
Reviewed nominees for the Search Committee

Regarding the transition, there are four tasks which are currently active: (1) Transition Review, required by
the Diocese; (2) search for an interim Rector (being handled by the Rev. Canon Kelly O’Connell); (3)
formation of the Search Committee, which cannot be announced until May 2nd; and (4) renovations to the
rectory, which has been neglected for far too many years and will require, at a minimum, 29 new windows,
3 new doors, new siding on three sides and a new kitchen. Next steps include obtaining a building permit,
gaining approval of the Historical Commission and deciding how to finance the project.

UPDATED COVID PROTOCOLS as of April 1st
Based on the recommendations of the Regathering Oversight Committee, on Monday, March 14th the
vestry voted the following COVID protocols based on the latest diocesan directive sent to clergy and lay
leaders on March 7, 2022. The directive allows for local discretion.
· Masks will continue to be asked to be worn for indoor worship.
· A quadrant of seating will be set aside for people wishing or needing to maintain physical distancing.
Others are invited to sit there as long as the physical distancing procedure is followed.
· With the exception of the seating set aside for people wishing or needing to maintain physical
distancing, kneelers will be placed on the floor.
· Hymnals and Prayer Books will be placed back into the pew racks, even though services will continue
to be printed.
· Offering plates will continue to be placed by the entry way.
· Communion will continue to be offered in one kind only and brought to people in their pew except on
Easter and May 1st when attendance will be higher.
· Beginning on April 3rd, coffee and tea only will be served in the Woods Hole Room after the 10 o’clock
service. The room is to be properly ventilated – with windows and the door to the balcony open. Masks are
to be worn to the degree they do not interfere with consuming beverages. Purell will be available.
· Weather permitting, coffee hour will be held outside on the patio.
· On Maundy Thursday and Good Friday (April 14th and 15th), the liturgies will be held in person in the
Stone Church. There will be no Maundy Thursday supper preceding the service.
It is hoped that this gradual relaxation of protocols will demonstrate our continued commitment to
safeguarding the health and well-being of all members and visitors to the church, offer options based on
people’s comfort levels; and, increase opportunities to connect with one another and get to know new
members and visitors.
– The Rev. Deborah Warner, Rector

Thank you for your continuing support.
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Supporting Humanitarian Response to the Crisis in Ukraine
February 28, 2022
Episcopal Relief & Development is mobilizing with Anglican agencies and other partners in order to
provide humanitarian assistance to people fleeing the violence in Ukraine.
Working through the Action by Churches Together Alliance (ACT Alliance), Episcopal Relief &
Development will provide cash, blankets, hygiene supplies and other needed assistance. Acccording to the
ACT Alliance website their work included supporting the Hungarian Interchurch Aid set up refugee a 24
hour refugee support point on the Ukrainian side of the border at Beregsurány.
The line of refugees trying to cross into Hungary at this crossing is kilometres long- thousands of
Ukrainians forced to flee the war which has enveloped the nation of 44 million people.
The support point was set up at Asztély, near the border crossing, in a heated pavilion, which will
be supplemented with additional tents and mobile toilets in the coming days.
HIA is providing hot tea, sandwiches, refreshments, blankets and basic hygiene items for refugees,
including many elderly and children, who wait long hours to cross the border. In addition to the
tangible help at the support point, HIA also helps those arriving with information in Hungarian
and Ukrainian, including how those in need can get temporary accommodation in Hungary.
Local volunteers will also be involved in the operation of the support point. A good example of
local co-operation is the baking of fresh bread in a local Serbian bakery from flour donated from
Hungary, which HIA will offer to refugees.
“Ecumenical and orthodox faith networks are on the ground in the border areas of Poland and Hungary,”
said Abagail Nelson, Executive Vice President, Episcopal Relief & Development. “We will continue to
coordinate with these networks, in order to meet the needs of people who have been displaced.”
Please pray for all those affected. Donations to Episcopal Relief & Development’s Ukraine Crisis
Response Fund will provide humanitarian assistance for the crisis in Ukraine. The address is:
Episcopal Relief & Development (Headquarters)
815 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10017
PATHWAYS UPDATE
As previously reported, working with the Pathways Committee (Paul Graney, Charles Mann, Susan Morse,
Terry Soares, Jean Taft, The Rev. Deborah Warner, ex officio), landscape architect Tom Lee has designed a
plan for walks and pathways to link the Stone Church and the PCC and also provide a direct route from the
street to the patio entrance to the Woods Hole Room, effectively unifying our campus. In keeping with the
expanded use of the side entrance to the Stone Church, Tom has worked hard to create a clean, uncluttered
entrance design that emphasizes the beauty of the west face of the Church. It includes both stone steps and
a gently inclined walkway for handicapped access, both connecting to walkways to the PCC. Following
Tom’s presentation on March 14th, the Vestry approved the overall design. Terry continues to work with
Grafton Briggs to develop preliminary cost estimates, with selection of materials to be determined once costs
are known. The construction decision will hinge upon the relationship of the cost to the funds set aside for
this project, mostly raised as part of the Capital Campaign, donor-designated for pathways.
4

PRAYERS OFFERED FOR THOSE IN UKRAINE
AS THEY ARE UNDER SEIGE
Please note: The following prayers were offered at the weekly Service of Compline at the Cathedral
Church of St. Paul in Boston on Friday, February 25th.
Most holy Author of all, hear our prayers for all who strive for peace and all who fight for justice. Help us,
who today remember the cost of war, to work for a better tomorrow; and, as we commend to you lives lost
in terror and conflict, bring us all, in the end, to the peace of your presence; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all those in our armed forces at home
and abroad, especially the 100,000 service members deployed in Europe. Defend them day by day with your
heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which
beset them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over
those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity
the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen.

A Collect for Peace
(Bp. Mark Edington; alt.)
God of timelessness:
from chaos and disorder
you brought forth the beauty of creation;
from the chaos of war and violence
bring forth the beauty of peace.
In your mercy,
Hear us and help us, O God
God of compassion:
You saw the humanity of the outcast and the stranger;
help us to see the evils of our hatreds and suspicions
and to turn them into the embrace of your Beloved Community.
In your mercy,
Hear us and help us, O God
God of peace:
Through your love on the cross
you overcame the power of violence and death;
turn us away from the love of power
that we may transform a warring world
through the power of your love.
In your mercy,
Hear us and help us, O God
These things we pray in the Name of the Prince of Peace,
our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
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DONATIONS IN LIEU OF FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR DURING LENT
During the next 2 Sundays in Lent this year
March 27th
and April 3rd
Wheat Sheaves will be placed on the Altar representing a gift in memory or in honor of a loved one.
A donation of $30 to the charity of choice allows the Altar Guild to place the Wheat Sheaves on the Altar
Mantel. Sheaves of Wheat placed directly behind the Altar represent a donation given to the Church of the
Messiah's Outreach Ministry. The office will forward your donation to your chosen charity. Over the past several
years, the Altar Guild has supported the Falmouth Service Center. Of course, other non-profit agencies may be
selected.
If you wish to memorialize or honor a loved one on one of these Sundays, please contact Nancy at the Church
office (no later than Tuesday afternoon) for proper acknowledgment in the Sunday bulletin.

Example of a bulletin listing:
The Wheat On The Altar
This Morning
Represents a Donation
To
(The Falmouth Service Center)
In Memory (Or In Honor) Of
______________
by ______________
Thank you for participating in the Altar Guild's Lenten discipline.
With blessings and appreciation,
The Church of the Messiah's Altar Guild.

SAVE THE DATE- CANDIDATES NIGHT FOR MAY ELECTION
The League of Women Voters of Falmouth and FCTV will co-present Candidates Night for the local May
elections on Wednesday, April 27, 2022 at 7 p.m. in the Hermann Room of the main library. The program
will also be broadcast live and rebroadcast on FCTV 13. Democracy begins on the home front. Please save
the date. For additional information please visit our website at www.lwvf.org
Thank you!
Voter Service Committee
League of Women Voters, Falmouth
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FINANCIAL OFFERINGS AND DONATIONS TO THE CEMETERY MAY ALSO BE MADE
ONLINE
Contributions may be made online through Vanco Payment Solutions. These can be scheduled on a
weekly, monthly, quarterly, semiannual or annual basis. If you wish to donate now, please go to the church
website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org and click on the Donate tab on the upper right of the
Home page and follow the top link.
Donations to the Cemetery Annual Appeal and Perpetual Care Fund may also be made online, via
PayPal. Click on the Donate tab and follow the bottom link to PayPal. Please indicate if you wish to
donate to the Annual Appeal or the Perpetual Care Fund.
We also have the capacity to receive stock transfers. For further information on any of the above, please
call the church office at 508-548-2145 and leave a voice mail.
FALMOUTH CHORALE CONCERT, Saturday, March 19, 4:00 PM & Sunday, March 20, 3:00 PM
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RESPONSE TO RISK DISCUSSION – www.harvard.zoom.us to register

Please like us on Facebook
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Church of the Messiah
2022 Vestry
The Rev. Deborah M. Warner
Peg Nicholson
Michael Kasparian
Winifred Dick
John Holden

Rector
Warden
Warden
Clerk
Treasurer

Charles Mann
Susan Morse
Denise Jay

Patti Dibella
Rachael Rhude
Paul Graney

2023
2024
2025

2023
2024
2025

Deanery Representatives
Dicky Allison
Helen Gordon
Jean Taft

Diocesan, Deanery Representative
Diocesan, Deanery Representative
Deanery Representative, Convention alternate

Staff
The Rev. Deborah Warner
Brittany Lord
Nancy McDonald
Jennifer Kelly
Bruce Bagley
Doug Amon
Jessica Morrison

Rector
Music Director, Organist
Parish Administrator
Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder
Church Sexton
Cemetery Sexton
Webmaster

The Rev. Deborah M. Warner
Cell: 508-259-1570, E-mail: dwarner74@aol.com
Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM
Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134
E-mail:messiahfisher@comcast.net
or
comwoodshole@gmail.com

Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org
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