
 

The Church of the Messiah’s 

Good News 
July 3, 2022 

 

Welcome to the Church of the Messiah 

We are delighted to have you worshiping with us. 

 
Scripture tells us to envision 

that everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree 

And no one shall make them afraid 

If we're to live up to our own time 

Then victory won't lie in the blade 

But in all the bridges we've made 

That is the promise to glade 

The hill we climb 

If only we dare 

It's because being American is more than a pride we inherit, 

it's the past we step into 

and how we repair it 

We've seen a force that would shatter our nation 

rather than share it 

Would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy 

And this effort very nearly succeeded 

But while democracy can be periodically delayed 

it can never be permanently defeated 

In this truth 

in this faith we trust 

For while we have our eyes on the future 

history has its eyes on us 

This is the era of just redemption 

We feared at its inception 

We did not feel prepared to be the heirs 

of such a terrifying hour 

but within it we found the power 

to author a new chapter 

To offer hope and laughter to ourselves 

So while once we asked, 

how could we possibly prevail over catastrophe? 

Now we assert 

How could catastrophe possibly prevail over us? 

We will not march back to what was 

but move to what shall be 

A country that is bruised but whole, 

benevolent but bold, 

fierce and free. 
 

    A selection from Amanda Gorman’s ‘The Hill We Climb.’  
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The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God 

in loving memory of 

John William Graham 

by his daughter, Peg Nicholson 

 

 

 

Church of the Messiah 
Mission Statement 

 

 The Church of the Messiah is an inclusive and welcoming community 
 

  -  Committed to serving God by serving neighbors near and far;  

  - Affirming the dignity of every human being;  

  - Believing we are called to be stewards of creation.  

 - adopted by the Vestry of the Church of the Messiah on February 10, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME: A Word from the Bridge Priest and the Wardens 

As an Episcopal parish, our intention is to welcome any and all who come into our midst whether physically 

or virtually. We are delighted to have you here.   Welcome! 
 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE WARDENS 

Thank you to all those who volunteered to work on the execution of our newly adopted strategic plan. 

Many (but not enough) of you signed up to work on one or more of the objectives identified by the 

committee to advance one of our key goals. As a reminder, those three goals are: (1) to nurture and grow 

the congregation; (2) to increase our outreach to the community; and (3) to establish our financial stability. 

 

The names of those who volunteered for each goal have been given to the following individuals to follow 

up with a meeting or meetings to get teams organized. 

 

Goal 1 - Michael Kasparian  

Goal 2 - Carol Casey/Dicky Allison 

Goal 3 - John Holden 

 

Expect to hear from one of them soon. 

 
 

FALMOUTH SPRINT TRIATHLON, Sunday, July 10th.  10 AM Service Only  
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Dear Parishioners, 

 

The Fourth of July three years ago, was a very special Independence Day for me.  It was the first time I sang 

that National Anthem as MY national anthem.  I had lived in the States for twenty years, but in 2019, I 

became a citizen.  Up until that time I was a “Resident Alien” with a Green card. My son, a great Men in 

Black movie fan, used to think is was hilarious that I had an ‘Alien registration number.’ I became a citizen 

during the Trump administration, when Green card holders started to be treated as Visa holders at airports, 

having to be photographed, fingerprinted, and have a brief interview each time you came into the country, 

however, I applied on September 11, a day that is very meaningful to me, and is significant in our family.  

 

Before I became a citizen, people said, oh, it is so important to become a citizen because that means you can 

vote.  I would often respond, “Becoming a citizen, means I can protest.”  Those who are not citizens do not 

take freedom of speech, religion, or other rights in this country, for granted.  They do not take for granted 

the right to protest in marches, sign petitions freely without consequences, put themselves in any position 

where they could be arrested, and deported.  When other clergy were taking part in marches and non-violent 

protests which would mean arrest at 1 Police Plaza in New York, in relation to the police firing of 41 shots 

at unarmed Guinean student Amadou Diallo in New York, I stayed at the seminary, where it was “quiet 

uptown.”  This often means that the voices of legal immigrants and residents are often under-represented, so 

we need to be intentional about hearing the voices from those most marginalized. 

 

Independence Day is not just about celebrating what happened historically, but the freedoms that so many 

of us can take for granted on a daily basis. Those of us who are newer citizens are enormously grateful for 

the ability to vote, express our views, ‘assemble peaceably,’ ‘petition the government,’ and yes, the 

responsibility to pay taxes that contribute to society.  However, the latter is not a responsibility conferred by 

citizenship – I have been paying taxes for well over 20 years.  For many of us, this dual relationship between 

rights and responsibilities are not separate; ‘Independence’ means interdependence.  We tend to think we 

have a responsibility to vote, a responsibility to speak up when we see others rights being marginalized, a 

responsibility to ensure accused persons progress to public trial by an impartial jury, a responsibility to 

protect the religious freedom of those not of our own religion, and have an empathy and advocacy for those 

whose rights are not guaranteed by their citizenship status. 

 

As we celebrate this Fourth of July, where several of these rights or those conferred by the Amendments 

seem to be newly in question, it may be a helpful spiritual practice for us to reflect on what rights and 

responsibilities most shape each of us, and what responsibilities Christ calls us to beyond national identities.  

How does this shape whom we see as stranger, neighbor, friend in a interdependent global community, cared 

for by a God who is beyond any nation?   

 

A blessed Fourth (and week surrounding) to you all. 

 

Peace, 

 

Storm+ 
 

Bridge Priest 
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LOVE FIRST GATHERING 

On Saturday, June 25th, a small group of the Love First families gathered at the church to reconnect before 

the start of the summer season.  All enjoyed coffee, lemonade, bagels, and watermelon, while chatting,  

playing and decorating with chalk the sidewalk in front of the church.  Rev. Swain and her dog, Artemis, 

joined the fun.  If any Love First Family was not able to attend please know that the program will 

commence in the Fall.  

Wishing all a lovely summer and looking forward to seeing everyone in September! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE NEWS 

Outside water taps have been turned on in the cemetery. Old U. S. flags will be removed from graves in 

anticipation of new flags being placed in time for Memorial Day. 

If your loved one's grave needs a metal flag holder representing a specific branch of service, please contact 

the town’s Veterans' Services Department located at 59 Town Hall Square, 508-495-7453. 

Please be aware that small objects and stones placed on gravesites and headstones may be removed at the 

discretion of the committee or the landscape workers to prevent mowing hazards. Your understanding and 

cooperation are greatly appreciated. 
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NOONTUNES SUMMER CONCERT SERIES CONTINUES 
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PARISH PRAYER LIST 

Our prayers are asked for those who suffer from racial profiling, addiction, anxiety, abuse, dementia, cancer, 

emotional distress, are suffering from or ministering to those with COVID-19 here and around the world.  

We pray for all who are unemployed or homeless. We pray for those who are victims of natural disasters and 

changes in the earth’s climate. Along with so many around the world, we pray for the people of Ukraine as 

they continue to suffer from Russia’s invasion. Finally, we pray for all who serve in the diplomatic corps 

and in the armed and peacekeeping forces.  
 

In our parish prayer list, we continue to pray for Charlie, Larry, David, Robert, Miyoko, Emily, Steve, Janet, 

Bunk, Sarah, Bruce, Betsy, Amy, Bob, Debby, Sandra, Helen, Dicky and Jean. 
 
 

ZOOM INFORMATION 

Our 10 AM Sunday worship service will continue to be virtual via Zoom.  

INSTRUCTIONS TO DOWNLOAD ZOOM: 

1) Go to this link:  https://zoom.us/download  and follow the directions to download Zoom. Depending on 

what type of device you are using, the link will take you to the Zoom website or the App Store if you are 

on a mobile device. Zoom is free, and there is no need to sign up or create an account. All you need is 

the software/app installed on your device. 

2) Then join us for Sunday services at this link: https://zoom.us/j/632447285  We suggest you plan on 

getting to our virtual church at 9:45 AM to give yourself plenty of time to get settled. When you join, you 

will be looking at the sanctuary until the service begins.   

 

UPDATED COVID PROTOCOLS as of April 1st  

Based on the recommendations of the Regathering Oversight Committee, on Monday, March 14th the 

vestry voted the following COVID protocols based on the latest diocesan directive sent to clergy and lay 

leaders on March 7, 2022. The directive allows for local discretion.  
 

·       Masks are to be worn for indoor worship.  

·       A quadrant of seating has been set aside for people wishing or needing to maintain physical distancing. 

Others are invited to sit there as long as the physical distancing procedure is followed.  

·       With the exception of the seating set aside for people wishing or needing to maintain physical 

distancing, kneelers have been placed on the floor.   

·       Communion is offered in both kinds:  the larger chalice for those who wish to drink from the common 

cup, and a small chalice for those who wish to receive communion by intinction. We are using unwrapped 

communion wafers.  

·       Hosts are needed to prepare the coffee and tea which will be served in the Woods Hole Room after the 

10 o’clock service. The room is to be properly ventilated – with windows and the door to the balcony open. 

Masks are to be worn to the degree they do not interfere with consuming beverages.  Purell will be 

available. 

·       Weather permitting, coffee hour will be held outside on the patio.                                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/download
https://zoom.us/download
https://zoom.us/j/632447285
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FINANCIAL OFFERINGS AND DONATIONS TO THE CEMETERY MAY ALSO BE MADE 

ONLINE  

Contributions may be made online through Vanco Payment Solutions.  These can be scheduled on a 

weekly, monthly, quarterly, semiannual or annual basis. If you wish to donate now, please go to the church 

website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org and click on the Donate tab on the upper right of the 

Home page and follow the top link. 

 

Donations to the Cemetery Annual Appeal and Perpetual Care Fund may also be made online, via 

PayPal.  Click on the Donate tab and follow the bottom link to PayPal.  Please indicate if you wish to 

donate to the Annual Appeal or the Perpetual Care Fund.   
 

We also have the capacity to receive stock transfers. For further information on any of the above, please 

call the church office at 508-548-2145 and leave a voice mail.  

 
 

CONCERT AT SAINT BARNABAS, Saturday, July 16, 7:00 pm 

Saint Barnabas is arranging housing for members of the choir. If you are interested in providing housing 

for 2 nights that weekend, please contact the Saint Barnabas office. 508-548-3863 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org/
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Please like us on Facebook

 

https://www.facebook.com/ChurchOfTheMessiahWoodsHole
https://www.facebook.com/ChurchOfTheMessiahWoodsHole
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Church of the Messiah 
 

2022 Vestry 
 

  The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain  Bridge Priest 

  Peg Nicholson    Warden 

  Michael Kasparian   Warden 

  Winifred Dick               Clerk 

  John Holden               Treasurer 
 
  

   

                

                  Charles Mann 2023 Patti Dibella         2023 

                  Susan Morse           2024  Rachael Rhude        2024 

                  Denise Jay    2025                   Paul Graney         2025       

 

Deanery Representatives 
 

                   Dicky Allison     Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Helen Gordon                Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Jean Taft     Deanery Representative, Convention alternate 

   

 

Staff 
 

  The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain  Bridge Priest 

             Brittany Lord               Music Director, Organist 

             Nancy McDonald   Parish Administrator 

             Jennifer Kelly    Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder 

             Bruce Bagley    Church Sexton 

 Doug Amon    Cemetery Sexton 

                   

 

Rev. Dr. Storm Swain 

Cell:  646-236-2002, E-mail: sswain@uls.edu 

 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM  

Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134 

 

E-mail:messiahfisher@comcast.net 

or 

comwoodshole@gmail.com 

 

 

Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org 

 

mailto:messiahfisher@comcast.net
mailto:comwoodshole@gmail.com
http://www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org/

