
 

The Church of the Messiah’s 

Good News 
November 13, 2022 

 

Welcome to the Church of the Messiah 

We are delighted to have you worshiping with us. 

                

 

Great Harbor Salt Marsh 
WOODS HOLE, 2019 

At ebb tide, the shallow water 

mirrors grass blades black at the base 

with mud that sucks and sings, 

nourishing pale ribed mussels 

and fiddler crabs that hole at high tide. 
 

A skitter of fry leaps in the shallows 

as a green heron, low among grasses, 

draws back its snaky neck to nab the unwary. 

A pair of egrets, feathered ghosts, 

dart in for quick pickings. 
 

It’s late July. Sea lavender floats 

its pink-gray cloud of blossom, 

and crisp, green shafts of salicornia, 

those salty succulents, wait to be found 

by kids who collect them for pickles. 
 

When those children, grown, bring their children 

back to the village, will this salt marsh 

now sparkling with starts 

still be here harboring life, 

reflecting the changes? 
 

Would its absence even be 

noticed? One minor link 

feeding, sustaining a planet 

we’ve earned no right to claim, 

to call our own. 
 

Mary Carlton Swope, Phosphorescence, Word Poetry, Cincinnati,  p. 88. 
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Church of the Messiah 

Mission Statement 
 

The Church of the Messiah is an inclusive and welcoming community 
 

-  Committed to serving God by serving neighbors near and far; 

                                    -  Affirming the dignity of every human being; 

                                    -  Believing we are called to be stewards of creation. 

- adopted by the Vestry of the Church of the Messiah on February 10, 2015. 

 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME: A Word from the Bridge Priest and the Wardens 

As an Episcopal parish, our intention is to welcome any and all who come into our midst whether physically 

or virtually. We are delighted to have you here.   Welcome! 

 
 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 

Our prayers are asked for those who suffer from racial profiling, addiction, anxiety, abuse, dementia, cancer, 

emotional distress, are suffering from or ministering to those with COVID-19 here and around the world.  

We pray for all who are unemployed or homeless. We pray for those who are victims of natural disasters and 

changes in the earth’s climate. Along with so many around the world, we pray for the people of Ukraine as 

they continue to suffer from Russia’s invasion. Finally, we pray for all who serve in the diplomatic corps 

and in the armed and peacekeeping forces.  

In our parish prayer list, we continue to pray for Charlie, Miyoko, Helen, Dicky, Bobby, Lydia, David,  

Ralph, Warfield, Bill. 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

This week, beyond the foreground of the Midterms elections which has made many people anxious, is the 

backdrop of the United Nations Summit on Climate Change (COP 27) in Sharm-el-Sheikh, a resort town, 

near the lower tip of Egypt, on the border of the Red Sea.  Many of us know people who are at COP 27, 

spouses, relatives, students, colleagues, neighbors, friends, those from our Diocese, and especially those in 

our local community, such as those from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute (WHOI) who are 

excited about there being an Ocean Pavilion for the first time within the formal delegation zone, an 

initiative which WHOI has led, which foregrounds the ocean’s key role in the life support system which 

makes the planet sustainable for human habitation.  If we’re paying attention, COP 27 can make us both 

anxious and hopeful about parties around the globe coming together, with the power and authority to make 

major decisions that will impact the life of the world in the decades ahead, and beyond.  Please keep them 

in your prayers and keep informed about the ongoing developments if you are able, through News from 

COP 27 - https://unfccc.int/news and if you are interested, register for free and  take part in the Virtual 

Ocean Pavilion by signing on to https://cop27oceanpavilion.vfairs.com/en/#agenda . 
 

This coming week I will be away myself, heading to Denver, for the annual meeting of the American 

Academy of Religion, from Nov. 17th - 22nd.  AAR has about 8,000 members, and the annual meeting 

generally is attended by about half of them, and is where scholars present papers and engage with 

colleagues within and across academic disciplines.  The meeting has over 1,000 sessions from large  

 

https://unfccc.int/news
https://cop27oceanpavilion.vfairs.com/en/#agenda
https://aarweb.org/
https://aarweb.org/
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plenaries, to smaller paper presentations, and business meetings.  When I go to AAR, most of my time is 

divided between two entities – the ‘Psychology, Culture, and Religion Unit,’ and the Anglican Studies 

Seminar. This AAR I am not presenting a paper or presiding over a session, but am the respondent to the 

session, ‘Climate Catastrophe, Eco-Anxiety and Climate Grief: Psychological and Religious 

Perspectives,’ where four papers will be presented.  The session description notes, “The terms “climate 

grief” and “eco-anxiety” have been used to describe various reactions to the impact of climate change, 

including human loss from climate disasters, loss of species and landscapes, and uncertainty or 

hopelessness about the future of the planet and humanity’s future on earth. This session will focus on work 

that addresses these phenomena from the intersection of psychology, culture, and religion.” 

The four papers are from scholars from around the country: 

• KwangYu Lee, Drew University, ‘An Ecopsychological Understanding of Humans within Nature: 

between Climate Change and Climate Anxiety’ 

• Leah Thomas, Lancaster Theological Seminary, ‘Climate Change as a Traumatic Stressor: The 

Implications of Trauma Studies for "Climate grief" and "Eco-anxiety"’ 

• Pamela McCarroll, Emmanuel College, University of Toronto, ‘Climate Trauma: From Climate 

Denial, Grief and Eco-Anxiety toward Earth's Flourishing’ 

• Kerry Danner, Georgetown University, ‘The Need for Resistance not Resilience: Courage, Hope & 

Climate Catastrophe.’ 

I have not yet received all the papers, so expect I will be writing my response on the plane. 

Although conversations at meetings like COP 27 and smaller entities like the American Academy of 

Religion, can seem abstract, and disconnected from local communities, we at the Church of the Messiah 

know as well as any faith community, that these are not theoretical discussions, but have active 

implications for how we as a community respond to both the external realities of extreme weather events 

and sea level rise, and the internal realities of the sense of hopelessness and helplessness that children in 

our local schools may feel when studying ‘Climate Change.’  They have implications for future 

conversations about sustainable energy for the Church of the Messiah, as to whether, for example, we 

should partner to build solar canopies over our parking lots, and purchase emergency generators to become 

a shelter in extreme weather events, when others power is out, and how we can support those working in 

our local scientific institutions, who have the resources and ability to make major contributions to 

mitigation and preparation efforts as we face into the reality of the Climate Crisis and seek to prevent 

abrupt shifts in the Climate beyond that which we are currently experiencing. 

The Church of the Messiah has the intellectual ‘capital,’ spiritual depth, contextual associations, and 

history, to engage in these challenging questions, even as we are a small community.   As a house of 

worship in such a community as Woods Hole, we can be a place of comfort, and of inspiration and action, 

as we face the realities of Climate Change.  I know, I feel most helpless when I think about this on an 

individual level, and most inspired when I gather with others hearing stories, taking action, and being 

grounded in a faith of a God that so loves the world, and calls us to do likewise. 
 

As we hear stories from COP 27, and other places, let us ask ourselves, ‘What are the implications for us as 

a faith community?’  ‘What am I doing alone which I would be better doing together with others?’ ‘Who 

are being left out of these conversations, because their immediate needs are too pressing, or they don’t 

have the access to participate, and how we help them?’ 
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As I write this, I look outside the Rector’s study, to the Courtyard and Patio,( part of the renovation that 

was generously funded by Don and Dee Aukamp,) and I have a fantasy about this being an active 

conversation space, perhaps with Burgundy Adirondack chairs memorializing congregation members no 

longer here, and think of congregation members gathering during the week both formally and informally 

for coffee and conversation, to discuss major issues, just because they feel called to do so.  These informal 

discussions and brainstorming, then gets fed back into the appropriate committees of the congregation, and 

transforms into action and outreach.  Maybe this is sparked by a Sunday conversation, “Who wants to get 

together next Wednesday, and talk about….. this further?  Let’s bring a cup of coffee and gather on the 

patio (or see if the conference room is available if it’s cold) and see where we come to.”  I imagine 

conversations happening about issues like Climate Change, but also about things like, how do we further 

support those who are homebound, and/or those who are lonely, along with opportunities to come together 

to pray for our planet, and for our community.  When we feel overwhelmed by the magnitude of the big 

issues, and the daily realities of our own lives, it is not trite to think a cup of comfort and conversation with 

someone can change that.  For those times when we feel helpless, even a small action can make a 

difference, for those times we feel hopeless, lets find a way of resourcing someone who can carry hope for 

us, and for those times when we feel horrified, we know this can be a holy horror that tells us what we 

need to change, and have the courage to do so.  Within, above, behind, beyond all this, is the Christ in 

whom we can trust, to comfort and uphold us, to fill us with God’s grace, that we may be a drop of that 

grace in this challenging and awe-filled world. 

 

Please note, while I am away, Nov. 17th -22nd, the Rev. David Rider, will be covering for pastoral 

emergencies.  His phone number is 917-288-0187. 

 

Peace 

Storm+ 

Bridge Priest 

 

 

 

NANCY MCDONALD WILL BE AWAY 

Nancy will be spending Thanksgiving with family in California.  She will be out of the office from 

Tuesday, Nov. 22nd – Thursday, Nov. 30th. 

The office will be closed, but Voicemail will be checked regularly. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE WARDENS 

Thanks to all of you who spent several hours on Sunday cleaning and polishing various areas in the church 

and/or pruning bushes, weeding and raking leaves on the grounds of the church and the PCC. The weather 

was extremely cooperative for a Sunday in November.  
 

There were roughly 40 people who pitched in to make a big improvement in the appearance of our 

property, many of whom stayed to enjoy not only some delicious soups, salad, bread and assorted sweets, 

but also to meet new people and exchange pleasantries with old friends. Church members proved once 

again that many hands make light work. 
 

Sincere thanks to Terry Soares and Arden Edwards for coordinating the fall clean-up. 
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ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET 2022 – Continues today from 11 am – 3 pm. 

On November 13th from 11-3, we will continue be at St. Barnabas with our six other faith community 

friends to raise money for twenty fully vetted charities. 
 

One hundred percent of the money raised goes to the ten local and ten national and global organizations.  

This is possible because all of our expenses are covered by the support of our parishes. 
 

Instead of sending more chocolates or holiday plants, please consider visiting us to learn about these 

important causes and give a gift that can better the world. 
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SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The Search Committee has moved their next meeting to Tuesday, November 15th at 5pm in the Woods 

Hole Room of the PCC.  

The newly assigned Search Committee Consultant, Rev. David Rider, will begin his work with the 

Committee in this meeting. The Committee has begun to update and inform Rev. Rider of the prior 

functions and actions of the Committee.   

The Search Committee will continue going forward with analysis of the parish wide survey and 

building the Parish Profile used by interested applicants.  

The Search Committee welcomes the addition of Rev. Rider and his talents and experience to further 

develop the information and processes in seeking our new rector. 

 

The Search committee members contact information is listed below: 

• Rev. David Rider             917-288-0187       david.rider1207@gmail.com - Consultant 

• Julia Alling Co-chair       978-257-6331       allingjulia@gmail.com  

• Frank Gormley Co-chair 808-291-7018       fxgormley@gmail.com  

• Mary Fran Buckley      508-540-0948       maryfran55@earthlink.net  

• Debbie Dougherty           774-487-0570       ddough1999@gmail.com  

• Jim Galloway                  434-249-8629       jng@virginia.edu     

• Denise Jay                       240-515-1512       djaycc58@gmail.com  

• Terry Soares                    508-566-5442       mtscapecod@gmail.com  

• John Vose                        508-548-8251       johntvose@gmail.com  

• Steve Wagner                  508-548-0971       spcawagner@comcast.net 
 

Thank you for your thoughts and input as we continue the search process.   
 

 

WOODS HOLE INSIGHT MEDITATION COMMUNITY  

The Woods Hole Insight Meditation Community meets every Monday from 3 – 4 PM. The format includes 

10 minutes of introductions, 30 minutes of sitting with brief instructions, a 10-minute break for questions 

and a closing 10 Loving Kindness meditation. Our leaders include people who are experienced meditators 

and have done some teaching. Due to COVID, the group has been meeting online and recently introduced 

an in-person masked option.  Further information can be found on our website: 

www.woodsholeinsightmeditationcommunity.com.  
 

 

 

FINANCIAL OFFERINGS AND DONATIONS TO THE CEMETERY MAY ALSO BE MADE 

ONLINE  

Contributions may be made online through Vanco Payment Solutions.  These can be scheduled on a 

weekly, monthly, quarterly, semiannual or annual basis. If you wish to donate now, please go to the church 

website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org and click on the Donate tab on the upper right of the 

Home page and follow the top link. 

Donations to the Cemetery Annual Appeal and Perpetual Care Fund may also be made online, via 

PayPal.  Click on the Donate tab and follow the bottom link to PayPal.  Please indicate if you wish to 

donate to the Annual Appeal or the Perpetual Care Fund.   
 

We also have the capacity to receive stock transfers. For further information on any of the above, please 

call the church office at 508-548-2145 and leave a voice mail.  

 

 
Please like us on Facebook 

 

mailto:david.rider1207@gmail.com
mailto:%20allingjulia@gmail.com
mailto:fxgormley@gmail.com
mailto:maryfran55@earthlink.net
mailto:ddough1999@gmail.com
mailto:jng@virginia.edu
mailto:djaycc58@gmail.com
mailto:mtscapecod@gmail.com
mailto:johntvose@gmail.com
mailto:spcawagner@comcast.net
http://www.woodsholeinsightmeditationcommunity.com/
http://www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChurchOfTheMessiahWoodsHole
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Church of the Messiah 
 

2022 Vestry 
 

  The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain  Bridge Priest 

  Peg Nicholson    Warden 

  Michael Kasparian   Warden 

  Winifred Dick               Clerk 

  John Holden               Treasurer 
 
  

   

                

                  Charles Mann 2023 Patti Dibella         2023 

                  Susan Morse           2024  Rachael Rhude        2024 

                  Denise Jay    2025                   Paul Graney         2025       

 

Deanery Representatives 
 

                   Dicky Allison     Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Helen Gordon                Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Jean Taft     Deanery Representative, Convention alternate 

   

 

Staff 
 

  The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain  Bridge Priest 

             Brittany Lord               Music Director, Organist 

             Nancy McDonald   Parish Administrator 

             Jennifer Kelly    Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder 

             Bruce Bagley    Church Sexton 

 Doug Amon    Cemetery Sexton 

                   

 

 

Rev. Dr. Storm Swain 

Cell:  646-236-2002, E-mail: sswain@uls.edu  

 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM  

Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134 

 

E-mail:messiahfisher@comcast.net 

 

 

Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org 

 

mailto:sswain@uls.edu
mailto:messiahfisher@comcast.net
http://www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org/

