The Church of the Messiah’s

Good News
October 16, 2022
Welcome to the Church of the Messiah
We are delighted to have you worshiping with us.

There is no sense
in always telegraphing to Heaven
for God to send a cargo of blessings
unless we are at the wharf
to unload the vessel
when it comes.
F. B. Meyer
(1847-19290

Church of the Messiah
Mission Statement
The Church of the Messiah is an inclusive and welcoming community
- Committed to serving God by serving neighbors near and far;
- Affirming the dignity of every human being;
- Believing we are called to be stewards of creation.
- adopted by the Vestry of the Church of the Messiah on February 10, 2015.

ALL ARE WELCOME: A Word from the Bridge Priest and the Wardens
As an Episcopal parish, our intention is to welcome any and all who come into our midst whether physically
or virtually. We are delighted to have you here. Welcome!
PARISH PRAYER LIST
Our prayers are asked for those who suffer from racial profiling, addiction, anxiety, abuse, dementia, cancer,
emotional distress, are suffering from or ministering to those with COVID-19 here and around the world.
We pray for all who are unemployed or homeless. We pray for those who are victims of natural disasters and
changes in the earth’s climate. Along with so many around the world, we pray for the people of Ukraine as
they continue to suffer from Russia’s invasion. Finally, we pray for all who serve in the diplomatic corps
and in the armed and peacekeeping forces.
In our parish prayer list, we continue to pray for Charlie, Miyoko, Helen, Dicky, Bobby, Lydia, David, Nancy
and Ann.
Dear Parishioners,
Recently, I undertook one of those clergy detective tasks, to see if I could find the Marriage record of
parishioners who were married in 1953. This sent me to the basement of the Rectory, going through boxes
that had been transferred from Fisher House. I was delighted to indeed find the Marriage Records from
1953, filled out in Copperplate handwriting. Along with the records, in their beautifully bound books,
(which are now in a warmer, dryer space,) was an 1858 Prayerbook, with an embossed cover that was
falling off, and half a clasp. It was somebody’s personal Prayerbook, possibly a past Rector of the
Congregation, maybe the Rev. Thomas Brinton Flowers, the first Rector, who died in 1863; or more likely,
the Rev. Hiram Carleton, who was Rector 1866-1881. Tucked inside one of the pages, was a small, sepiacolored clipping from, perhaps a Diocesan newspaper, with the saying from Frederick Brotherton Meyer.

This quote, possibly late 1800’s speaks directly into one of our ongoing debates today about prayer. Over
the time of what has often been experienced as the dual pandemics of COVID-19 and Racialized Violence,
the phrase, “You’re in my thoughts and prayers,” has been roundly critiqued. The critique has often come
from those most vulnerable in society and the victims of violence, such as in gunshot survivor, Taylor
Schumann’s book, When Thoughts and Prayers Aren’t Enough (IVP, 2021). Victims – whether of a virus
or violence – may experience the above phrase as a platitude that may placate and comfort the speaker, but
may feel too passive, individual, impersonal for the one who is suffering, especially when what they may
need is presence, solidarity, advocacy, and action. The phrase is often a shorthand for “I know you are
suffering, and I want to say that I’m there for you, even when I am not present, and would like God to
comfort you or change your circumstances.” I know when I am tired, I can easily slip into the magical
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thinking of equating, ‘I’ve thought about someone,” with “that means I’ve connected with them.” The
reality is the other person may not know or feel that at all.
The quote above highlights for us the Prayer is a relational practice. Prayer is not a Instagram to God. It
is not like a one-way letter to God or the Universe. It is closer to a text message, where you wait to see the
reply, or a phone call which you hope the person will pick up on the other end, or you will leave a
message. Ideally, it like Facetiming, or conversing where both partners are present. I’m using analogies
from the 2020’s, but Meyer used analogies from his time, which (in a maritime community) still work
really well.
Again, “There is There is no sense in always telegraphing to Heaven for God to send a cargo of blessings
unless we are at the wharf to unload the vessel when it comes.” (Meyer)
What Meyer highlights is that we are God’s answer to prayer. We are the ones who unload that cargo,
and some of you are the blessing itself, as you reach out to connect with those who are suffering, as you
stand with them, not in sympathy, but make empathic connections in your care, as you speak out with,
agitate, march, donate, and perhaps celebrate.
Of course, prayer is more complex than that. It has an energy and a positive intent that can strengthen and
uphold sometime as we commune in the Grace of God. Perhaps the “thoughts” side of the “Thoughts and
prayers” saying, is not directed toward God, but the ringtone or the sounding horn that lets us know the
cargo is ready to be unloaded.
It someone comes to mind, what might God be calling you to do? As I have heard suffering others say,
sometimes I need “God with skin on.” Your thoughts translated into incarnational action – as small as a
text message, a phone call, a card, a visit, or as powerful as working on the text on a sign for a march, or a
piece of legislation, or the blessing of a eulogy well written – can be just the sign of God’s blessing
someone needs.
When we next are tempted, as I often am, to say, “My thoughts and prayers are with you,” may we take a
moment to pause and ask ourselves:
• What am I telegraphing to God here?
• What kind of cargo of blessing am I hoping for?
• How can I unload some of that cargo?
May God be with you all at those times you are suffering and welcome the thoughts and prayers and action
and empathy of others. May God be with you all in your compassion, concern, care, and commitment to
others in need.
May you see and be God’s blessing in the week ahead.
Peace

Storm+
Bridge Priest
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NEWS FROM THE WARDENS
Based on our current fiscal situation, the vestry is debating whether we can afford a full-time Rector. Look
for an important letter in your mail within the next several days.
There will be a fall clean-up of our grounds after church on Sunday, November 6th, followed by a soup
and salad lunch. We are trying to find a suitable date. Stay tuned for more details.
There will be a Zoom meeting of all who volunteered to work on goal #1 in our strategic plan, nurturing
our existing parishioners and growing the congregation, on Monday, Oct 17th, at 5pm. If you are interested
in joining the meeting, please contact Michael Kasparian at mkasparian@falmouthchamber.com.
The vestry realizes that parking is a critical issue for our parish and for our ability to rent space in the PCC.
Unfortunately, we have few options. We are investigating whether we can pave the area between the Stone
Church and the PCC. That area houses our septic system and may not be capable of carrying the weight of
cars. If not, we have no options other than cancelling the agreements with the people who rent space in our
existing parking lot, which will cost us badly needed income and is not an ideal location for elderly people
trying to access the PCC.

CEMETERY COMMITTEE NEWS
The Cemetery Committee continues to be busy looking into options and locations for additional burial sites
on our grounds. The "Triangle" is actively being prepared as an area suitable for casket burials.
Columbaria are still under consideration for a spot along the cemetery perimeter road, across the road from
the Barn. This location is being surveyed by Holmes & McGrath, and landscape architect Tom Lee will be
preparing a landscaping plan for the site when the survey is complete.

MUSIC NEWS: Choir and Chime Choir has started!
Autumn is rapidly approaching and choir rehearsals resumed on Wednesday, September 7th at 6:00pm.
After a long break, we are resuming our hand chime choir which also started on September 7th at
7:00pm.
We are always welcoming new members! If you are interested in singing and/or ringing with us, please
speak to Brittany. All experience levels welcome!
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SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
Thank you to everyone who has returned their surveys distributed by the Search Committee. The
information gathered in the surveys will be used to help us discern what the Church of Messiah will be
looking for in a new rector.
The Search committee members contact information is listed below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Julia Alling Co-chair
978-257-6331
Frank Gormley Co-chair 808-291-7018
Mary Fran Buckley
508-540-0948
Debbie Dougherty
774-487-0570
Jim Galloway
434-249-8629
Denise Jay
240-515-1512
Terry Soares
508-566-5442
John Vose
508-548-8251
Steve Wagner
508-548-0971

allingjulia@gmail.com
fxgormley@gmail.com
maryfran55@earthlink.net
ddough1999@gmail.com
jng@virginia.edu
djaycc58@gmail.com
mtscapecod@gmail.com
johntvose@gmail.com
spcawagner@comcast.net

Thank you for your thoughts and input as we continue the search process.
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REPARATIONS COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE
A presentation was given on September 21st. To read the report discussed you can follow this
https://legacyofslavery.harvard.edu/report. You can also watch the film that Cristine shared about the
process for the creation of the report- https://legacyofslavery.harvard.edu/film. Cristine also offered people
her email chutchisonjones@radcliffe.harvard.edu and said you can be in contact with her directly.
With gratitude for all who attended, The Reparations Community of Practice team
Please join us on October 19th for an equally powerful program. ZOOM link and program description
below. Please share broadly.
Wednesday, October 19th 4:00-5:15pm - Rabbi Devorah Jacobson, Jeffrey Gold, Lynne Layton, and
Nakhie Faynshteyn, MA Jews and Reparations: Secular and Religious Frames
In September and October, Jews everywhere will celebrate the high holidays of Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. As reparationist Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb has written, in Jewish tradition “the 40 day period from the
new moon of Elul through Yom Kippur is wholly devoted to Teshuva, a process of healing repair for
ethical injury, unjust action and moral harm. Our ancestors believed our communities could not celebrate a
new year (or any other festival) without first offering reparations marked by public apology and transfers
of wealth to injured parties.” Individuals, too, are called upon to acknowledge harm done and to make
repair. In this presentation, we begin by introducing some of the reparations work that national Jewish
groups have undertaken and how that work is understood in a Jewish ethical and religious context. Then,
focusing in on Massachusetts, Nakhie Faynshteyn and Lynne Layton from the secular Jewish organization,
Boston Workers Circle, and Rabbi Devorah Jacobson and Jeffrey Gold from the Reconstructionist Jewish
congregation, Jewish Community of Amherst, will discuss our reparations work.
For ZOOM connection click on this ZOOM link.
Rev. Arrington Chambliss, Executive Director, Episcopal City Mission
WOODS HOLE INSIGHT MEDITATION COMMUNITY
The Woods Hole Insight Meditation Community meets every Monday from 3 – 4 PM. The format includes
10 minutes of introductions, 30 minutes of sitting with brief instructions, a 10-minute break for questions
and a closing 10 Loving Kindness meditation. Our leaders include people who are experienced meditators
and have done some teaching. Due to COVID, the group has been meeting online and recently introduced
an in-person masked option. Further information can be found on our website:
www.woodsholeinsightmeditationcommunity.com.
FINANCIAL OFFERINGS AND DONATIONS TO THE CEMETERY MAY ALSO BE MADE
ONLINE
Contributions may be made online through Vanco Payment Solutions. These can be scheduled on a
weekly, monthly, quarterly, semiannual or annual basis. If you wish to donate now, please go to the church
website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org and click on the Donate tab on the upper right of the
Home page and follow the top link.
Donations to the Cemetery Annual Appeal and Perpetual Care Fund may also be made online, via
PayPal. Click on the Donate tab and follow the bottom link to PayPal. Please indicate if you wish to
donate to the Annual Appeal or the Perpetual Care Fund.
We also have the capacity to receive stock transfers. For further information on any of the above, please
call the church office at 508-548-2145 and leave a voice mail.
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Please like us on Facebook
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Church of the Messiah
2022 Vestry
The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain
Peg Nicholson
Michael Kasparian
Winifred Dick
John Holden

Bridge Priest
Warden
Warden
Clerk
Treasurer

Charles Mann
Susan Morse
Denise Jay

Patti Dibella
Rachael Rhude
Paul Graney

2023
2024
2025

2023
2024
2025

Deanery Representatives
Dicky Allison
Helen Gordon
Jean Taft

Diocesan, Deanery Representative
Diocesan, Deanery Representative
Deanery Representative, Convention alternate

Staff
The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain
Brittany Lord
Nancy McDonald
Jennifer Kelly
Bruce Bagley
Doug Amon

Bridge Priest
Music Director, Organist
Parish Administrator
Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder
Church Sexton
Cemetery Sexton

Rev. Dr. Storm Swain
Cell: 646-236-2002, E-mail: sswain@uls.edu
Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM
Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134
E-mail:messiahfisher@comcast.net
or
comwoodshole@gmail.com

Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org
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