Church of the Messiah
Woods Hole, Massachusetts
First Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

November 27, 2022
8:30 and 10 o’clock in the morning
Prelude

“Chorale Prelude on ‘Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme’” by J. S. Bach
(1685-1750)

Hymn 57

“Lo! he comes, with clouds descending”

Helmsley

The Liturgy of the Word
Celebrant
People

Blessed be the One, Holy and Living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Advent Wreath Lighting
Celebrant: “Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning.
This first candle is HOPE.”
The candle is lit.
Scripture: “Psalm 33:20 – We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our
help and our shield.”
Light one candle; see it glow
Brightly, so that all may know
How one candle shows the way
Making our darkness bright as God’s day.
Prayer: “Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage to hope. Give us
grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives, for this community, and for the world.
Through Jesus Christ, the source of our redemption and hope. Amen.”

Kyrie: S91
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Collect of the day
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may
rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

First Reading

Genesis 16:7-13

The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. And
he said, ‘Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?’ She said, ‘I am
running away from my mistress Sarai.’ The angel of the Lord said to her, ‘Return to your mistress, and
submit to her.’ The angel of the Lord also said to her, ‘I will so greatly multiply your offspring that they
cannot be counted for multitude.’ And the angel of the Lord said to her, ‘Now you have conceived and
shall bear a son; you shall call him Ishmael, for the Lord has given heed to your affliction. He shall be a
wild ass of a man, with his hand against everyone, and everyone’s hand against him; and he shall live at
odds with all his kin.’ So she named the Lord who spoke to her, ‘You are El-roi’; for she said, ‘Have I
really seen God and remained alive after seeing him?’ Reader
Hear what the Spirit is saying to
God’s people.
People
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 71:4-11
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My God, rescue me, from the hand of the wicked,
from the clutch of the cruel and the ruthless.
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For you are my hope, Sovereign, WORTHY ONE,
my trust, from my youth.
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Upon you I have leaned from birth;
from my mother’s belly, you cut me.
You will I praise for all time.

7

As a portent have I served to many,
yet you are my strong refuge.

8

My mouth is filled with your praise,
all the day, with your glory.

9

Do not cast me off in the time of old age;
when my strength is spent, do not forsake me.

10

For my enemies speak about me,
and those who watch my life take counsel together.
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They say, “Pursue and seize them,
God has forsaken them,
for there is none to deliver.”
3

Second Reading is the poem ‘Gabriel’s Annunciation,’ by Jan Richardson
For a moment
I hesitated
on the threshold.
For the space
of a breath
I paused,
unwilling to disturb
her last ordinary moment,
knowing that the next step
would cleave her life:
that this day
would slice her story
in two,
dividing all the days before
from all the ones
to come.

I wanted to save her
from what I had been sent
to say.
Yet when the time came,
when I had stammered
the invitation
(history would not record
the sweat on my brow,
the pounding of my heart;
would not note
that I said
Do not be afraid
to myself as much as
to her)
it was she
who saved me—
her first deliverance—
her Let it be
not just declaration
to the Divine
but a word of solace,
of soothing,
of benediction

The artists would later
depict the scene:
Mary dazzled
by the archangel,
her head bowed
in humble assent,
awed by the messenger
who condescended
to leave paradise
to bestow such an honor
upon a woman, and mortal.

for the angel
in the doorway
who would hesitate
one last time—
just for the space
of a breath
torn from his chest—
before wrenching himself away
from her radiant consent,
her beautiful and
awful yes.

Yet I tell you
it was I who was dazzled,
I who found myself agape
when I came upon her—
reading, at the loom, in the kitchen,
I cannot now recall;
only that the woman before me—
blessed and full of grace
long before I called her so—
shimmered with how completely
she inhabited herself,
inhabited the space around her,
inhabited the moment
that hung between us.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn 601

“O day of God, draw nigh” (vs. 1-3;4-5)

Gospel
Celebrant
People

St. Michael

Luke 1:26-38
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For
nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with
me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
Celebrant
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Sermon

The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
People of God, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. Let us pray to the Lord saying, “Teach us your
ways, O God, that we may walk in your paths.”
Wake from sleep, O God, your Church. Let us lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light. Let us live honorably as salvation draws ever nearer.
Silence
Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, this nation. May we beat our swords into plowshares, and our spears into
pruning hooks. May we learn war no more.
Silence
Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, your creation. May the mountains rise to meet you and the crops of the fields
burst forth in praise.
Silence
Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, this city. May there be peace and prosperity within our walls. Make clear our
paths that we may walk in your light.
Silence
Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, those in pain and sadness. Deliver them from their darkness that they may
rejoice in your light. May all those waiting for healing find your salvation is near.
Invite the congregation to add their petitions and thanksgivings, followed by silence
Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
Wake all your people from sleep, O God. Prepare your saints for that day when the Son of Man will
return, with the saints at rest, to reign with us forever and ever.
Silence
Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
7

Collect
O God of peace, who has taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and
confidence shall be our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, where we
may be still and know that you are God. This, we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Book of Common Prayer, p. 832 adapted by DMW
Passing of the Peace

Greeting

Offertory Anthem

“In the Stillness”

by Arlen Clarke
(b.1954)
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Offertory Hymn 542

“Christ is the world’s true light”

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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St. Joan

Celebrant

It is truly right, and good and joyful,
to give you thanks, all-holy God,
source of life and fountain of mercy.
You have filled us and all creation with your blessing
and fed us with your constant love;
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ
and knit us into one body.
Through your Spirit you replenish us
and call us to fullness of life.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels
and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we say:

Sanctus: S129

Celebrant

Blessed are you, gracious God,
creator of the universe and giver of life.
You formed us in your own image
and called us to dwell in your infinite love.
You gave the world into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards
and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image
in one another and in ourselves;
we would not see your goodness in the world around us;
and so we violated your creation,
inflicted harm on others,
and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us,
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.
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Through Abraham and Sarah
you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness,
and raised up prophets
to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time,
you sent your eternal Word,
made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family,
and dwelling among us,
he revealed your glory.
Giving himself freely to death on the cross,
he triumphed over evil,
opening the way of freedom and life.
On the night before he died for us,
Jesus took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:
“Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine,
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Celebrant
Remembering his death and resurrection,
we now present to you from your creation
this bread and this wine.
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us
the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
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Grant that we who share these gifts
may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world.
Bring us into the everlasting heritage
of your daughters and sons,
that with all your saints,
past, present, and yet to come,
we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.
-

Enriching Our Worship Vol. 1

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion

from the South African Book of Common Prayer (1989)

Jesus, may all that is you flow into me.
May your body and blood be my food and drink.
May your passion and death be my strength and life.
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given.
May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross.
Let me not run from the love which you offer
but hold me safe from the forces of evil.
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love.
Keep calling to me until that day comes when, with your saints,
I may praise you for ever.Amen.
(recited by prisoners who were unable to receive communion during Apartheid)
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The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread

S155

Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion of the People
All are invited to receive Communion. Due to the ongoing epidemic of COVID-19 we invite people to
keep some distance from each other at the altar rail. As you come forward to received the consecrated
elements, the body and blood of Christ, at this stage you may choose the receive the host (consecrated
bread), and the consecrated wine, either by sipping from the Common Cup (larger chalice) or by
‘intincting’ (dipping the tip of your consecrated bread into the wine) in the smaller chalice. You may
also choose to receive only the consecrated bread.

Communion Music
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Communion Hymn 53

“Once he came in blessing”

Gottes Sohn ist kommen

Commission and Benediction
May the sounds of Advent stir a longing in your people, O God.
Come again to set us free from the dullness of routine
and the poverty of our imaginations.
Break the patterns which bind us to small commitments
and to the stale answers we have given to questions of no importance.
Let the Advent trumpet blow,
let the walls of our defenses crumble,
and make a place in our lives for the freshness of your love,
well-lived in the Spirit,
and still given to all who know their need
and dare receive it.
Howard Thurman, The Mood of Christmas.
Richmond, IN.: Friends Quaker Press. 1973.

May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine upon you,
and be gracious to you;
May God give you and those whom you serve and accompany
this Advent and forever more. Amen.

Dismissal
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Hymn 68

“Rejoice! Rejoice, believers”

Llangloffan

.

Postlude

“A Modal Menuet”

by Eric H. Thiman
(1900-1975)

One License: A-735723
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The Advent Wreath is given to the Glory of God
in loving memory of Carole Costa,
by Peg Nicholson

LITURGICAL LEADERS
Celebrant and Preacher

The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain

Organist

Brittany Lord

Lay Eucharistic Ministers

8:30 AM
10:00 AM

Phil Alatalo
Sally Hauck

Lectors

8:30 AM
10:00 AM

Patti Dibella
John Holden, Randy Hensley

Prayers of the People

8:30 AM
10:00 AM

Charles Mann
Carol Casey

Ushers

8:30 AM
10:00 AM

Charles Mann
John Holden, Frank Gormley

Altar Guild

Nancy Babin, Judy Coonley
Sally Hauck, Susanne Mann
Patti Riccardelli

Coffee Hour

Pie Day
The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain
Cell: 646-236-2002, E-mail: sswain@uls.edu
Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM
Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134
E-mail: messiahfisher@comcast.net
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