
  

The Church of the Messiah’s 

Good News 
December 4, 2022 

 

Welcome to the Church of the Messiah 

We are delighted to have you worshiping with us. 

                

                   
 

 

In Mary - Darkness 

I live my Advent in the womb of Mary 

And on one night when a great star swings free 

From its high mooring and walks down the sky 

To be the dot above the Christus i, 

I shall be born of her by blessed grace. 

I wait in Mary-darkness, faith's walled place, 

With hope's expectance of nativity. 

I knew for long she carried me and fed me, 

Guarded and loved me, though I could not see, 

But only now, with inward jubilee, 

I come upon earth's most amazing knowledge: 

Someone is hidden in this dark with me. 

– Jessica Powers (1948) 

 

 

 

 

The Cypress trees on the altar for the Advent season 

are given to the Glory of God 

in honor of Laura Kelly, 

for her many years of service to the 

Church of the Messiah’s  

Cemetery Committee and Altar Guild. 

 
 

The Advent Wreath is given to the Glory of God 

in loving memory of  

Carole Costa, 

by Peg Nicholson. 
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Church of the Messiah 

Mission Statement 
 

The Church of the Messiah is an inclusive and welcoming community 
 

                 -  Committed to serving God by serving neighbors near and far; 

                 -  Affirming the dignity of every human being; 

                 -  Believing we are called to be stewards of creation. 

 
- adopted by the Vestry of the Church of the Messiah on February 10, 2015. 

 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME: A Word from the Bridge Priest and the Wardens 

As an Episcopal parish, our intention is to welcome any and all who come into our midst whether physically 

or virtually. We are delighted to have you here.   Welcome! 

 
 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 

Our prayers are asked for those who suffer from racial profiling, addiction, anxiety, abuse, dementia, cancer, 

emotional distress, are suffering from or ministering to those with COVID-19 here and around the world.  

We pray for all who are unemployed or homeless. We pray for those who are victims of natural disasters and 

changes in the earth’s climate. Along with so many around the world, we pray for the people of Ukraine as 

they continue to suffer from Russia’s invasion. Finally, we pray for all who serve in the diplomatic corps 

and in the armed and peacekeeping forces.  

In our parish prayer list, we continue to pray for Charlie, Helen, Dicky, Bobby, Lydia, David, Ralph and 

Warfield. 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

If the Holy One was born today, who would the Wise Ones and Shepherds 

be?  As they are making their way toward Christ-mas, these are important 

questions to ponder. In our community the Wise Ones are likely to have 

come from some of the six major scientific institutions in our area, 

including the Marine Biological Laboratory (MBL), the Woods Hole 

Oceanographic Institution (WHOI), and the Woodwell Climate Research 

Center.  Along with the medical and hospital staff, first responders, and 

teachers, at a little more distance in Falmouth, those from NOAA 

Fisheries at the Woods Hole Science Aquarium, the Coast Guard, and those from the Steamship Authority, 

at the ferry terminal, are often monitoring or ‘watching their flocks’ by night (and day).   
 

As the ancient Wise Ones travelled from afar and bought special gifts, 

it is worth noting some aspects of the stories that have grown up around 

them.  Firstly, they were not the same faith as those they sought, but 

that didn’t matter.  They were wise ones, versed in their own expertise 

of the time, where they read the signs in the cosmos, following with 

openness what they observed, without conclusions confined by culture 

or expectation, looking for major impacts on the life of the world.   
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Secondly, they were diverse.  Scripture doesn’t tell their origin, or even how many there were, only the 

number of their gifts.  However, later tradition sees them coming from the African continent, from India, 

and from the Middle East.  Thirdly, signs of the divine were seen as more important that systemic or social 

status.  They consulted with one who was serving as “King of the Jews,” who took and ruled by power, and 

being warned, they stood against systemic oppression and violence, by choosing another way. When they 

found not a King on a throne, but a baby in humble circumstances, they accepted their findings, as that which 

had been revealed to them.  From this early story, we value that which is Interfaith, anti-racist, egalitarian. 

In addition, their gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh, represent that which is seen as our most precious 

resources, that which brings healing, and that which acknowledges death, even in 

the midst of life. 
 

Our more contemporary Wise One’s are not dissimilar.  They include people like 

Ernst Everett Just, the first African-American scientist, who worked at the Marine 

Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole, and researched there for over 20 summers, 

initially as a research assistant in 1909, and later with a PhD in Zoology and 

Physiology. Despite the ongoing racism faced in the sciences, Just was awarded the 

first ever NAACP Springarn Medal for his contributions in marine cell fertilization 

and reproduction.  Just traveled far and wide to seek places that African-American 

scientists could conduct research without discrimination.  

Unlike women like marine biologists Rachel Carson and Betty Bunce, whose scientific achievements came 

to be lauded, wise ones include some like Roberta Eike, who in 1956, became infamous for taking another 

way, not sanctioned for women. When denied permission again and again to undertake research on one of 

the WHOI vessels, due to an ancient custom of “no women at sea” (or at least not ones without a husband), 

Eike stowed away on the research vessel CARYN. When found, and returned to WHOI, Eike was stripped 

of her fellowship, and suffered physical and psychological humiliation at the hand of her advisor.  Her 

subversive act, however, broke open the debate about ‘how are women going 

to be able to become oceanographers, without being allowed to study on the 

ocean?’  It was not until 1962, that Eike’s act saw fruit for those that followed 

after her.  
 

As so many of you know, Wise Ones also include those such as ecologist 

George Woodwell who started reading the signs about Climate Change over 

40 years ago. World renowned and much awarded today, Woodwell stayed 

true to what seemed to be unfolding that saw what is now the Woodwell Climate Research Center start in 

his basement, and grow to be what is now one of the leading lights in the Climate Crisis, with attention to 

the atmosphere, the biosphere, and the cryosphere, with scientists researching, and collaborating around the 

globe, and speaking up in the halls of government.  When administrations failed to read the signs, Woodwell 

and his colleagues kept true to the mission and continued on the journey, acknowledging the risks to human 

life should we continue to wreak violence on our planet. 
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In the Episcopal Church, we have our own Wise Ones we laud, from Absalom Jones the first African-

American priest, who would not be relegated to a church balcony, to Barbara Harris, who as Suffragen 

Bishop of Massachusetts, was the first woman bishop in the global Anglican Communion, to Katherine 

Jefferts Schori, an oceanographer, who became the first woman to preside over a Province (Episcopal Church 

USA) in the Anglican Communion.  However, Christ-mas, undeniably one of the hearts of Christianity, calls 

us to look beyond the faith community, to recognize God’s work in and love of the world.  Those in our 

communities who share wisdom, care for and shepherd others, whether elevated by academic rank and title, 

or standing out in the cold and rain in fluorescent vests, are in many ways no 

different from those in the ancient stories.  Perhaps a part of the Christ-mas journey, 

even as the Wise Ones and Shepherds come ever closer to the manger over Advent, 

is for us to be grateful for those whose light, and care in darkness is a part of our 

lives.  It was just such people that God chose to witness revelation.  This locates the 

Holy in the ordinary, and in many ways sacralizes daily life. 

We are rich with the gifts of this Community in Woods Hole and beyond.  On our Christmas tree on the PCC 

balcony, you will see signs of organizations and entities from the local community, who continue to serve 

and care for us, and who help us find that which is of value in our own lives. Let us take this Advent season 

to indulge in all the ‘religious’ trappings, but also to celebrate all the secular signs of values such as those 

that care and serve in ways that are interfaith, anti-racist, egalitarian, even the seemingly subversive and 

unpopular.  Let us look for the unexpected in the ordinary, and trust that the extraordinary love and light of 

Christ will shine through.   
 

Peace throughout this Advent season. 

Storm+ 

Bridge Priest 
 

(Sources: https://globalworship.tumblr.com/post/181759550725/earliest-known-depiction-of-the-magi-circa-250 
<https://globalworship.tumblr.com/post/181759550725/earliest-known-depiction-of-the-magi-circa-250>  ; 
https://www.mbl.edu/about/diversity-and-inclusion/legacy-leadership/ernest-everett-just 
<https://www.mbl.edu/about/diversity-and-inclusion/legacy-leadership/ernest-everett-just>  ; 
https://web.whoi.edu/womens-comm/roberta-
eike/#:~:text=Roberta%20Eike%3A%20The%20stowaway%20who,scientists%20today%20%E2%80%93%20WHOI%20Women's
%20Committee <https://web.whoi.edu/womens-comm/roberta-
eike/#:~:text=Roberta%20Eike%3A%20The%20stowaway%20who,scientists%20today%20%E2%80%93%20WHOI%20Women's
%20Committee>  ; https://marthasvineyard.bluedotliving.com/2022/06/07/accounting-for-carbon/ 
<https://marthasvineyard.bluedotliving.com/2022/06/07/accounting-for-carbon/>  ) 

 

NEWS FROM THE WARDENS 

For those of you who did not attend either church service on Sunday, Nov. 20th, you missed our 

announcement that we have contracted with the Rev. David Rider to become our part-time Interim Priest 

effective 1/1/23. 
 

David is a retired Episcopal priest who lives in Falmouth. He was recently appointed as the search 

consultant to our search committee. He has a wide variety of experiences including as an Interim Priest. In 

this role he will be responsible for liturgy, pastoral care and shepherding us on our journey to find a new 

Rector. 
 

We cannot thank Rev. Dr. Storm Swain enough for sacrificing her entire sabbatical to serve so effectively 

as our Bridge Priest. Storm’s last service will be Christmas Day. In order to avoid interfering with the 

Christmas liturgy and to allow the maximum number of people to attend, we will celebrate Storm and bid 

her a fond and grateful farewell at a pot luck luncheon after our 10am service on Sunday, 12/18.  

Please join us in thanking Storm and welcoming David to the Church of the Messiah. 

https://globalworship.tumblr.com/post/181759550725/earliest-known-depiction-of-the-magi-circa-250
https://globalworship.tumblr.com/post/181759550725/earliest-known-depiction-of-the-magi-circa-250
https://www.mbl.edu/about/diversity-and-inclusion/legacy-leadership/ernest-everett-just
https://www.mbl.edu/about/diversity-and-inclusion/legacy-leadership/ernest-everett-just
https://web.whoi.edu/womens-comm/roberta-eike/#:~:text=Roberta%20Eike%3A%20The%20stowaway%20who,scientists%20today%20%E2%80%93%20WHOI%20Women's%20Committee
https://web.whoi.edu/womens-comm/roberta-eike/#:~:text=Roberta%20Eike%3A%20The%20stowaway%20who,scientists%20today%20%E2%80%93%20WHOI%20Women's%20Committee
https://web.whoi.edu/womens-comm/roberta-eike/#:~:text=Roberta%20Eike%3A%20The%20stowaway%20who,scientists%20today%20%E2%80%93%20WHOI%20Women's%20Committee
https://web.whoi.edu/womens-comm/roberta-eike/#:~:text=Roberta%20Eike%3A%20The%20stowaway%20who,scientists%20today%20%E2%80%93%20WHOI%20Women's%20Committee
https://web.whoi.edu/womens-comm/roberta-eike/#:~:text=Roberta%20Eike%3A%20The%20stowaway%20who,scientists%20today%20%E2%80%93%20WHOI%20Women's%20Committee
https://web.whoi.edu/womens-comm/roberta-eike/#:~:text=Roberta%20Eike%3A%20The%20stowaway%20who,scientists%20today%20%E2%80%93%20WHOI%20Women's%20Committee
https://marthasvineyard.bluedotliving.com/2022/06/07/accounting-for-carbon/
https://marthasvineyard.bluedotliving.com/2022/06/07/accounting-for-carbon/
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

If you wish to remember or honor a loved one this Christmas season with 

flowers and/or plants given in their name for our Christmas Church decorations, 

please write out the name(s) of your loved one and forward the information  

to the church office messiahfisher@comcast.net by December 18th.  

Please send checks payable to the Church of the Messiah, with “Christmas 

Flowers” in the memo line, to the office at 16 Church St.  Woods Hole, MA 02543. 

 

Also, Christmas Flower Donation Envelopes are on the entrance table inside the church and may be placed 

in the collection plates. 
 

Thank you, 

The Altar Guild of The Church of the Messiah 

 

 

 

DECORATING 

After the 10am service on Sunday, December 4th, and before 

the Falmouth parade, if you are not involved in a Search 

Committee conversation, come help decorate the Church and 

Parish and Community Center.  The Wise Ones will be coming 

from the South, the Shepherds will be coming from the North, 

the Holy family will be making their way from the East, and St. 

Nicholas (aka. Santa) has set up workshop in the PCC.  Come 

help light and locate these visitors as they make their way to the 

manger. 
 

 

 

WELCOME WEDNESDAYS in Advent 

In these cold weeks of Advent, you are welcome to come and join 

the Bridge Priest, for coffee or hot cider on  

Wednesdays, 10:30am – noon, in the PCC.   

Topics of conversation will evolve depending on who turns up.  

Science and Faith?  Grief and Loss?  Imagining the future? 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:messiahfisher@comcast.net
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BLUE CHRISTMAS 

Have you experienced grief and loss over the 

year?  Finding Christmas hard to face? 

Please join us for an Ecumenical service of 

reflection and remembrance. 

Hosted by St. Barnabas, Falmouth. 

Reflection by the Rev. Dr. Storm Swain. 

Dec. 14, 7pm. 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE HOSTING RON CLARK AT COFFEE HOUR, Dec. 11, 11:30 AM 

Sailing to Woods Hole  
Please join us for coffee hour on Sunday, December 11th at 11:30 AM, as Ron Clark reflects on his journey 

from a boy in post-Civil War Maryland, to a young man inspired to build his own boat and sail solo to 

Woods Hole, where he now heads the Seafarers Project in boatbuilding for students at Falmouth High 

School. 

 

 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The newly assigned Search Committee Consultant, Rev. David Rider, has begin his work with the 

Committee. The Committee has begun to update and inform Rev. Rider of the prior functions and actions 

of the Committee.   

The Search Committee will continue going forward with analysis of the parish wide survey and 

building the Parish Profile used by interested applicants.  

The Search Committee welcomes the addition of Rev. Rider and his talents and experience to further 

develop the information and processes in seeking our new rector. 

 

The Search committee members contact information is listed below: 

• Rev. David Rider             917-288-0187       david.rider1207@gmail.com - Consultant 

• Julia Alling Co-chair       978-257-6331       allingjulia@gmail.com  

• Frank Gormley Co-chair 808-291-7018       fxgormley@gmail.com  

• Mary Fran Buckley      508-540-0948       maryfran55@earthlink.net  

• Debbie Dougherty           774-487-0570       ddough1999@gmail.com  

• Jim Galloway                  434-249-8629       jng@virginia.edu     

• Denise Jay                       240-515-1512       djaycc58@gmail.com  

• Terry Soares                    508-566-5442       mtscapecod@gmail.com  

• John Vose                        508-548-8251       johntvose@gmail.com  

• Steve Wagner                  508-548-0971       spcawagner@comcast.net 
 

Thank you for your thoughts and input as we continue the search process.   
 

 

WOODS HOLE INSIGHT MEDITATION COMMUNITY  

The Woods Hole Insight Meditation Community meets every Monday from 3 – 4 PM. The format includes 

10 minutes of introductions, 30 minutes of sitting with brief instructions, a 10-minute break for questions 

and a closing 10 Loving Kindness meditation. Our leaders include people who are experienced meditators 

and have done some teaching. Due to COVID, the group has been meeting online and recently introduced 

an in-person masked option.  Further information can be found on our website: 

www.woodsholeinsightmeditationcommunity.com.  
 

mailto:david.rider1207@gmail.com
mailto:%20allingjulia@gmail.com
mailto:fxgormley@gmail.com
mailto:maryfran55@earthlink.net
mailto:ddough1999@gmail.com
mailto:jng@virginia.edu
mailto:djaycc58@gmail.com
mailto:mtscapecod@gmail.com
mailto:johntvose@gmail.com
mailto:spcawagner@comcast.net
http://www.woodsholeinsightmeditationcommunity.com/
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FINANCIAL OFFERINGS AND DONATIONS TO THE CEMETERY MAY ALSO BE MADE 

ONLINE  

Contributions may be made online through Vanco Payment Solutions.  These can be scheduled on a 

weekly, monthly, quarterly, semiannual or annual basis. If you wish to donate now, please go to the church 

website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org and click on the Donate tab on the upper right of the 

Home page and follow the top link. 

Donations to the Cemetery Annual Appeal and Perpetual Care Fund may also be made online, via 

PayPal.  Click on the Donate tab and follow the bottom link to PayPal.  Please indicate if you wish to 

donate to the Annual Appeal or the Perpetual Care Fund.   
 

We also have the capacity to receive stock transfers. For further information on any of the above, please 

call the church office at 508-548-2145 and leave a voice mail.  

 

 
Please like us on Facebook 

 

 

http://www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChurchOfTheMessiahWoodsHole
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Church of the Messiah 
 

2022 Vestry 
 

  The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain  Bridge Priest 

  Peg Nicholson    Warden 

  Michael Kasparian   Warden 

  Winifred Dick               Clerk 

  John Holden               Treasurer 
 
  

   

                

                  Charles Mann 2023 Patti Dibella         2023 

                  Susan Morse           2024  Rachael Rhude        2024 

                  Denise Jay    2025                   Paul Graney         2025       

 

Deanery Representatives 
 

                   Dicky Allison     Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Helen Gordon                Diocesan, Deanery Representative 

   Jean Taft     Deanery Representative, Convention alternate 

   

 

Staff 
 

  The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain  Bridge Priest 

             Brittany Lord               Music Director, Organist 

             Nancy McDonald   Parish Administrator 

             Jennifer Kelly    Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder 

             Bruce Bagley    Church Sexton 

 Doug Amon    Cemetery Sexton 

                   

 

 

Rev. Dr. Storm Swain 

Cell:  646-236-2002, E-mail: sswain@uls.edu  

 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM  

Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134 

 

E-mail:messiahfisher@comcast.net 

 

 

Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org 

 

mailto:sswain@uls.edu
mailto:messiahfisher@comcast.net
http://www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org/

