
 

 

 

 

       Church of the Messiah 

      Fourth Sunday in Lent 
   

                     Holy Eucharist:  Rite II 

                              March 19, 2023 

                8 and 10 o’clock in the morning 

 
 

  
Prelude   “We Place upon Your Table, Lord”                        by Richard J. Powell  
                    (b. 1932) 

 
Processional Hymn 7 “Christ, whose glory fills the skies”                                           Ratisbon 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 
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Collect for Purity 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen                                                                            
 
 
Kyrie S 96 

 
 
 
Collect of the day 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives 
life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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First Reading                            I Samuel 16:1-13 

 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over 
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the 
Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel 
did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, 
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the 
Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because 
I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither 
has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord 
chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has 
not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet 
the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not 
sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and 
was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from 
that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
 

Reader            Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People          Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 23 
 

 1 The LORD is my shepherd; *  
   I shall not be in want.  
   
 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *  
   and leads me beside still waters.  
   
 3 He revives my soul *  
   and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.  
   
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
  I shall fear no evil; *  
   for you are with me;  
   your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
   
 5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those  
      who trouble me; *  
   you have anointed my head with oil,  
   and my cup is running over.  
   
 6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days  
      of my life, *  
   and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.  
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Second Reading             “Beloved Is Where We Begin”                                     Jan Richardson 

If you would enter 
into the wilderness, 
do not begin 
without a blessing. 
 

Do not leave 
without hearing 
who you are: 
Beloved, 
named by the One 
who has traveled this path 
before you. 
 

Do not go 
without letting it echo 
in your ears, 
and if you find 
it is hard 
to let it into your heart, 
do not despair. 
That is what 
this journey is for. 
 

I cannot promise 
this blessing will free you 
from danger, 
from fear, 
from hunger 
or thirst, 
from the scorching 
of sun 
or the fall 
of the night. 
 

But I can tell you 
that on this path 
there will be help. 
 

I can tell you 
that on this way 
there will be rest. 
 

I can tell you 
that you will know 
the strange graces 
that come to our aid 
only on a road 
such as this, 
that fly to meet us 
bearing comfort 
and strength, 
that come alongside us 
for no other cause 
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than to lean themselves 
toward our ear 
and with their 
curious insistence 
whisper our name: 

Beloved. 
Beloved. 
Beloved. 

—Jan Richardson 
from Circle of Grace 

Gradual Hymn  339 “Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness” (vs. 1-2; 3)           Schmücke dich 
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Gospel                                                                                                                     John 9:1-41 
 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me 
while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to 
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were 
your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” 
He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was 
a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how 
he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some 
of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind 
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did 
not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who 
had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he 
now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not 
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak 
for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that 
anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 
said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he 
is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to 
you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, 
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not 
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but 
he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him 
out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You 
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 
Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see 
may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are 
we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 
sin remains.” 
 

Reader             The Gospel of the Lord  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
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Sermon                                             The Rev. David M. Rider 
 
 
Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
 

Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate  

from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. 
 

He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead, 

         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son.     
 

With the Father and the Son he is 
  worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and  

apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection  

of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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Prayers of the People 
 

Brothers and sisters, live as children of the light—for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. Let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Light of the world, open our eyes.” 

Lord our Shepherd, you have given your Church all that we need. Rain down on us mightily with your 
Spirit, that we may testify to the astonishing things you have done in our lives. 

Invite the congregation to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 

God, you are present in the valley of the shadow of death. Comfort all those around the world who know 
danger or violence or war. By your love, cast out all evil and fear. 

Silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 

Lord, you make us to lie down in green pastures; you lead us by still waters. You have blessed us with a 
beautiful planet. May we work to preserve the holy gift of nature. 

Silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 

Lord, spread a table for those who are hungry; where there is scarcity and need in our neighborhoods, fill 
empty hearts, lives, and cups with your abundance. By your light expose all the unfruitful works of 
darkness. 

Silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 

God of life, pursue the sick and sorrowful with your goodness and mercy. Reveal your works in those who 
are suffering. Make yourself known as Healer. 

Invite the congregation to add their petitions, followed by silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 

Reviver of Souls, give to the dying and the dead your promise of new and unending life. May we one day 
live with them forever in the light of Christ. 

Silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 
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Celebrant: 
 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: 
Help us to ask only what accords with your will;  
and those good things which we dare not,  
or in our blindness cannot ask,  
grant us for the sake of your Son  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 

 
 
 

 
 

Let us confess our sins to God and our 
neighbor.  
 

God of all mercy,  
we confess that we have sinned against 
you, opposing your will in our lives.  
We have denied your goodness in each 
other, in ourselves,  
and in the world you have created.  

 
 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
the evil we have done,  
and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love and serve 
only your will.  Amen. 

 
 

Absolution  
Almighty God have mercy on you, 

forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
 
 
Greeting  
 

 
 
Offertory Anthem “My Eyes for Beauty Pine”                                     by Herbert Howells  
                                (1892-1983) 
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Offertory Hymn  538  “God of Mercy, God of grace”                                    Lucerna Laudoniae         

 
 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 
People    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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You have filled us and all creation with your blessing 
and fed us with your constant love; 
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ 
and knit us into one body. 
Through your Spirit you replenish us 
and call us to fullness of life. 
 
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels 
and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:  
 
Sanctus: S 130 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life.           
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.  

You gave the world into our care                 
that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves;              
we would not see your goodness in the world around us;              
and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.           
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.            
You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness,             
and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.           
Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.        
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory.        
Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 
“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation 
this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, 
that with [ _____ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, 
we may praise your Name for ever. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory, and praise 

for ever and ever, Amen 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say,  
 

 
 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion                   
 

Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. 
May your body and blood be my food and drink. 
May your passion and death be my strength and life. 
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given. 
May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. 
Let me not run from the love which you offer 
but hold me safe from the forces of evil. 
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. 
Keep calling to me until that day comes when, with your saints,  
I may praise you for ever. Amen.   
                                                                              (from the South African Book of Common Prayer 1989.,  

recited by prisoners who were unable to receive communion during Apartheid) 
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The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread 

 
Celebrant     We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
People       We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

Celebrant     The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Communion of the People  
  
All are invited to receive Communion.  As you come forward to receive the consecrated elements, the body and blood of Christ, 
at this stage you may choose the receive the host (consecrated bread), and the consecrated wine, either by sipping from the 
Common Cup (larger chalice) or by ‘intincting’ (dipping the tip of your consecrated bread into the wine) in the smaller chalice.  
You may also choose to receive only the consecrated bread. 
 
 
 
Communion Music   
 
  

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Communion Hymn  466  “Eternal light, shine in my heart”                                                    Jacob 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion 
 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth  
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen 

                                                                                                            Enriching Our Worship 1,   
Church Publishing Incorporated, 1998, pp. 56-59 

Benediction 
 
 
Closing Hymn 143               “The glory of these forty days”                                 Erhalt uns, Herr 

 
 
 
Postlude                           “Pièce por Orgue”                                                  by Eugène Gigo                               

             (1844-1925) 
 
Dismissal Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
           Thanks be to God.                          
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One License: A-735723          

                           
LITURGICAL LEADERS 

 
 
Celebrant and Preacher                                                                           The Rev. David M. Rider 
 
 

 
Organist           Brittany Lord 
        

                 
 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers    8:00 AM        Phil Alatalo 
        10:00 AM                    Sally Hauck 

 
 
Lectors          8:00 AM        Patti Dibella 
        10:00 AM             Randy Hensley 

   Nawrie Meigs-Brown 
 
Prayers of the People       8:00 AM             Peg Nicholson 
         10:00 AM        Randy Hensley  
                                                                                                                
 
Ushers                               8:00 AM        Peg Nicholson 
       10:00 AM                        Frank Gormley 

 

 
Altar Guild                      Judy Coonley, Sally Hauck 
            Susanne Mann, Patti Riccardelli 
 
 
Technology       10:00 AM                   Helen Gordon  
 
 

 
Coffee Hour           Nawrie Meigs-Brown 

 
 
 
 

The Rev. David M. Rider 
Cell: 917-288-0187 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM  
Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134 

E-mail:   messiahfisher@comcast.net  
 Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org 

mailto:messiahfisher@comcast.net
http://www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org/

