
 

 

 

 

       Church of the Messiah 

          Fifth Sunday in Lent 
   

                          Holy Eucharist:  Rite II 

                              March 26, 2023 

                8 and 10 o’clock in the morning 

 
 

  
 
 
Prelude   “Prelude”                                                                         by William Hunt  
         

 
 
Processional Hymn 455 “O Love of God, how strong and true”                                Dunedin 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
 
 
Collect for Purity 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen                                                                            
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Kyrie S 96 

 
 
 
 
Collect of the day 

 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people 
grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of 
the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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First Reading                            Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in 
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you 
know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I 
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was 
no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says 
the Lord. 
 

Reader            Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People          Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 130 
 

 1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD;  
  LORD, hear my voice; *  
   let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.  
   
 2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, *  
   O Lord, who could stand?  
   
 3 For there is forgiveness with you; *  
   therefore you shall be feared.  
   
 4 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; *  
   in his word is my hope.  
   
 5 My soul waits for the LORD,  
  more than watchmen for the morning, *  
   more than watchmen for the morning.  
   
 6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, *  
   for with the LORD there is mercy;  
   
 7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *  
   and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.  
 
 

 



 4 

 

Second Reading             “Love (III)”                                                               George Herbert 

Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back, 
            Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
            From my first entrance in, 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
            If I lacked anything. 

"A guest," I answered, "worthy to be here": 
            Love said, "You shall be he." 
"I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 
            I cannot look on thee." 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 
            "Who made the eyes but I?" 

"Truth, Lord; but I have marred them; let my shame 
            Go where it doth deserve." 
"And know you not," says Love, "who bore the blame?" 
            "My dear, then I will serve." 
"You must sit down," says Love, "and taste my meat." 
            So I did sit and eat. 
                                                         ~ George Herbert  (1593-1633) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://poets.org/poet/george-herbert
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Gradual Hymn  567 “Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old” (vs. 1-2; 3)                     St. Matthew 
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Gospel                                                                                                                    John 11:1-45 
 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one 
who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, 
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to 
Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do 
not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light 
is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there 
to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, 
had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 
go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.” When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even 
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to 
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” When she had said this, she went back 
and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said 
to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” Then 
Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, 
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you 
for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in 
a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 
Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

Reader             The Gospel of the Lord  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
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Sermon                                             The Rev. David M. Rider 
 
 
Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
 

Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate  

from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. 
 

He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead, 

         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son.     
 

With the Father and the Son he is 
  worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and  

apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection  

of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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Prayers of the People 

 

Brothers and sisters, the Spirit of God dwells in you. Let us appeal to our God, saying, “We call to you, O 
Lord; Lord, hear our voice.” 

Breathe new life into your Church, O Lord. Where our bones are dried up, where our hope is lost, cause 
your life-giving breath to enter. Give us confidence in the truth that the same Spirit that raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in us. 

Invite the congregation to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence 

We call to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear our voice. 

Many are they who wait for you, O Lord. Speak into the souls of those suffering throughout the world, a 
word of hope. 

Silence 

We call to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear our voice. 

Creating God, it is the wind of your Spirit that sweeps across this planet. Renew and refresh your creation; 
bring forth newness in dead places. 

Silence 

We call to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear our voice. 

With you, O Lord, there is plenteous redemption. Restore the hope of this city. Renew our trust that you 
have a life-giving future in mind for us. 

Silence 

We call to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear our voice. 

With you, O Lord, there is mercy. Consider well the voice of those who call out from their depths. As they 
wait for you in their pain and sorrow, give life to their mortal bodies by your healing Spirit. 

Invite the congregation to add their petitions, followed by silence 

We call to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear our voice. 

God, we trust your Son Jesus to be for us resurrection and life. Give to the dead your life. Assure the living 
with the promise of resurrection. 

Silence 

We call to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear our voice. 
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Celebrant: 
 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: 
Help us to ask only what accords with your will;  
and those good things which we dare not,  
or in our blindness cannot ask,  
grant us for the sake of your Son  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 

 
 
 

 
 

Let us confess our sins to God and our 
neighbor.  
 

God of all mercy,  
we confess that we have sinned against 
you, opposing your will in our lives.  
We have denied your goodness in each 
other, in ourselves,  
and in the world you have created.  

 
 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
the evil we have done,  
and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love and serve 
only your will.  Amen. 

 
 

Absolution  
Almighty God have mercy on you, 

forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
 
 
Greeting  
 

 
 
Offertory Anthem “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts”                      by Raymond Weidner 
                                 (b. 1949) 
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Offertory Hymn  411  “O bless the Lord, my soul” (vs. 1-2, 5-6)                                   St. Thomas         

 
 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 
People    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
You have filled us and all creation with your blessing 
and fed us with your constant love; 
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ 
and knit us into one body. 
Through your Spirit you replenish us 
and call us to fullness of life. 
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Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels 
and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:  
 
Sanctus: S 130 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life.           
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.  

You gave the world into our care                 
that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves;              
we would not see your goodness in the world around us;              
and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.           
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.            
You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness,             
and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.           
Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.        
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory.        
Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 
“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
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Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation 
this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, 
that with [ _____ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, 
we may praise your Name for ever. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory, and praise 

for ever and ever, Amen 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say,  
 

 
 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion                   
 

Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. 
May your body and blood be my food and drink. 
May your passion and death be my strength and life. 
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given. 
May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. 
Let me not run from the love which you offer 
but hold me safe from the forces of evil. 
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. 
Keep calling to me until that day comes when, with your saints,  
I may praise you for ever. Amen.   
                                                                              (from the South African Book of Common Prayer 1989.,  

recited by prisoners who were unable to receive communion during Apartheid) 
 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread 

 
Celebrant     We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
People       We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

Celebrant     The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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Communion of the People  
  
All are invited to receive Communion.  As you come forward to receive the consecrated elements, the body and blood of Christ, 
at this stage you may choose the receive the host (consecrated bread), and the consecrated wine, either by sipping from the 
Common Cup (larger chalice) or by ‘intincting’ (dipping the tip of your consecrated bread into the wine) in the smaller chalice.  
You may also choose to receive only the consecrated bread. 
 
 
 
Communion Music   
 
  

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Communion Hymn  508 “Breathe on me, Breath of God”                                                Nova Vita 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion 
 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth  
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen 

                                                                                                            Enriching Our Worship 1,   
Church Publishing Incorporated, 1998, pp. 56-59 

Benediction 
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Closing Hymn 665            “All my hope on God is founded”                                              Michael 

 
 
 
Postlude                           “Orgelstück”                                                                         by A. Kehrer                                                   
                   (1800s) 
 
 
Dismissal Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
           Thanks be to God.                          
 
One License: A-735723          
 
 
 

The flowers and Lenten greens on the altar 
are given to the Glory of God 

in loving memory of 
Molly Myers 

by her daughter, Dicky Allison. 
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LITURGICAL LEADERS 

 
 
Celebrant and Preacher                                                                           The Rev. David M. Rider 
 
 

 
Organist           Brittany Lord 
        

                 
 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers    8:00 AM        Dee Aukamp 
        10:00 AM                    John Vose 

 
 
Lectors          8:00 AM        Charles Mann 
        10:00 AM             Tara Franklin, Winnie Dick 
 
 
Prayers of the People       8:00 AM             Alison Martin 
         10:00 AM        Susan Morse 
 
 
Ushers                               8:00 AM        Don Aukamp 
       10:00 AM                        Peter Franklin, Henry Dick 

 

 
Altar Guild                      Tammy Amon, Helena McDonough 
 
 
 
Technology       10:00 AM                   Helen Gordon  
 
 

 
Coffee Hour           Patti Riccardelli & Priscilla Ruegg 

 
 
 
 

The Rev. David M. Rider 
Cell: 917-288-0187 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM  
Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134 

E-mail:   messiahfisher@comcast.net  
 Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org 

mailto:messiahfisher@comcast.net
http://www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org/

