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Sunday of the Passion:  Palm Sunday 
 

 

Prelude   “Alla marcia”                               by Eric H. Thiman 

         

The Liturgy for Palm Sunday  
 

 

Celebrant Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People         Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 

Celebrant:   Let us pray. 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 

contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday                                                                  Matthew 21:1-11 
 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find 

a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just 

say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had 

been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples went and did as 

Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on 

them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 

spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna 

to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest 

heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds 

were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People          And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People        It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant: It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 

through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and 

was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. 

Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever 

hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory 

with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant      Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People          Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant     Let us go forth in peace. 

People          In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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Processional       154              “All glory, laud, and honor” (vs. 1-3; 4-5)            Valet will ich dir geben        

   
 
Prayer  
 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into 

glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none 

other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Celebrant        The Lord be with you.  

People             And also with you.  

Celebrant        Let us pray.  

 
Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great 

humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
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First Reading                                                                            Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a 

word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God 

has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck 

me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The 

Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know 

that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 

together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will 

declare me guilty? 

Reader            Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People            Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; *  

   his mercy endures for ever.  

   

 2 Let Israel now proclaim, *  

   “His mercy endures for ever.”  

   

 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *  

   I will enter them;  

   I will offer thanks to the LORD.  

    

 20 “This is the gate of the LORD; *  

   he who is righteous may enter.”  

   

 21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *  

   and have become my salvation.  

   

 22 The same stone which the builders rejected *  

   has become the chief cornerstone.  

   

 23 This is the LORD’s doing, *  

   and it is marvelous in our eyes.  

   

 24 On this day the LORD has acted; *  

   we will rejoice and be glad in it.  

   

 25 Hosannah, LORD, hosannah! *  

   LORD, send us now success.  

   

 26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD; *  

   we bless you from the house of the LORD.  

    

 27 God is the LORD; he has shined upon us; *  

   form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.  
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 28 “You are my God, and I will thank you; *  

   you are my God, and I will exalt you.”  

   

 29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; *  

   his mercy endures for ever.  

 

 
Second Reading  “The Poet Thinks about the Donkey”                         Mary Oliver  
 

On the outskirts of Jerusalem the donkey waited.  

Not especially brave, or filled with understanding, he stood and waited.  
 

How horses, turned out into the meadows,  

leap with delight!  

How doves, released from their cages,  

clatter away, splashed with sunlight!  
 

But the donkey, tied to a tree as usual, waited.  

Then he let himself be led away.  

Then he let the stranger mount.  
 

Never had he seen such crowds!  

And I wonder if he at all imagined what was to happen.  

Still, he was what he had always been: small, dark, obedient.  
 

I hope, finally, he felt brave.  

I hope, finally, he loved the man who rode so lightly upon him,  

as he lifted one dusty hoof and stepped, as he had to, forward.  

 

                                                                             ~ Mary Oliver, Thirst: Poems by Mary Oliver. Boston:  
               Beacon Press. 2006. p. 44  

               

Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People            Thanks be to God.  

 

Gradual Hymn “Ride on, ride on in majesty”                                                St. Drostane                                       
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Prayers of the People 
 

The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. So, let us cry out to our Lord, saying, “Crucified King, 

have mercy on us.” 

Have mercy on your Church, O Lord, for the times we have denied you. We have not been humble as 

you are humble. We have been unwilling to share the gospel with our friends and families. 

Silence 

Crucified King, 

Have mercy on us. 

Have mercy on those who hold authority in the nations of the world, O Lord—especially those who are 

threatened by your message of love and justice. Have mercy on us for our silence and complicity. 

Silence 

Crucified King, 

Have mercy on us. 

Have mercy on those of us who are called to be stewards of your creation, O Lord. We have exploited 

and mistreated your masterpiece. Have mercy on us and teach us to love what you have called good. 

Silence 

Crucified King, 

Have mercy on us. 

Have mercy on us, O Lord. Teach us to value what you value. Increase in us love for our neighbors. 

Silence 

Crucified King, 

Have mercy on us. 

Have mercy on all who are sick and suffering, O Lord. Strengthen those whose strength fails them. 

Comfort and care for those wasted with grief. Make your face to shine upon your servants. 

Invite the congregation to add their petitions and thanksgivings, followed by silence 

Crucified King, 

Have mercy on us. 

Merciful Lord, you know the pain of death—even death on a cross. Have mercy on the dying and the 

dead. Bring them to the joy of everlasting life in you. 

Silence 

Crucified King, 

Have mercy on us.  
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Silence may be kept. 

 Leader and People 

  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

  in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

  known and unknown, 

  things done and left undone; 

  and so uphold us by your Spirit 

  that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

  to the honor and glory of your Name; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

      

Passing of the Peace 

 
 

Greeting 

 
 

Offertory Anthem        “What Wondrous Love is This”                         arr. by Susan Geschke 
         (Handchime Choir)          
 

Offertory Hymn 458             “My song is love unknown” (vs.1-5)             Love Unknown 
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The Great Thanksgiving       
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 

People    We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People    It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 

always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus S 130 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 

and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 

share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 

for the whole world. 
   

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to 

you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:  “Take, eat:  This is my Body which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said:  “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for 

all for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  Therefore we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 

Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending 
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life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread 

 

Celebrant     We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

People       We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

Celebrant     The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

 

 

Communion of the People  
  
All are invited to receive Communion.  As you come forward to receive the consecrated elements, the 

body and blood of Christ, at this stage you may choose the receive the host (consecrated bread), and the 

consecrated wine, either by sipping from the Common Cup (larger chalice) or by ‘intincting’ (dipping 

the tip of your consecrated bread into the wine) in the smaller chalice.  You may also choose to receive 

only the consecrated bread. 

 

 

Communion Music 
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Communion Hymn  158 “Ah, holy Jesus”                                                          Herzliebster Jesu                                    

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

 

God of abundance, 

you have fed us 

with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 

you have united us 

with Christ and one another; 

and you have made us one 

with all your people in heaven and on earth. 

Now send us forth 

in the power of your Spirit, 

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

and continue for ever 

in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction    

 

 

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 26:14-27:66 



11 

 

 

Closing Hymn  168   “O sacred head, sore wounded”                 Herzlich tut mich verlangen       

 
      

Silent Recessional  

 

 

 

Tolling of the Bell 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
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One License: A-735723    
 
                                        

The palms on the altar 

are given to the Glory of God 

 and in memory of 

all those we have lost in the past year. 

 

 

 

LITURGICAL LEADERS 

 
 

Celebrant                      The Reverend David M. Rider 

 

 

 

Organist      Brittany Lord 

 

 

 

Lay Eucharistic Minister     8:00 AM                     Carol Wagner 

                                              10:00 AM                     Jean Taft 

                                  

 

Lectors              8:00 AM                     Steve Wagner 

                                              10:00 AM                     Jeannette Fullerton, San Lyman 

 

 

Prayers of the People              8:00 AM                     Patti Dibella 

                                              10:00 AM                     Priscilla Ruegg 

 

 

Ushers                                     8:00 AM                     Steve Wagner 

                                              10:00 AM                     Denise Jay, Frank Gormley 

 

 

Altar Guild      Joyce Haycock, Denise Jay 

       Jane Vose 

 

 

Coffee Hour       

 
 

 

 

 

The Rev. David M. Rider 

Cell: 917-288-0187 

Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 10 AM – 2 PM 

Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134 

E-mail: messiahfisher@comcast.net 

Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org 
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